




TO DO

Wisam  520-392-3740

Toenails: dress up

GOOG 

Terminal Maps http://www.airportterminalmaps.com
State Department’s travel registration web site & STEP ? Program

Hanging Church in Coptic CAI

Egyptian dishes:

*Baba ghanoush

Baklava
dessert

Gyro


*Falafel

finely ground, deep fried fava & garbanzo (chck peas), cilantro,garlic, onions & spices

Fatayer spinach
spinach pie, tomato, onions, spices, 

Kafta kabob
ground ____, parsley, onions & spices skewered & grilled 

Fatoush

Homous

Kibbie

Sha-war-ma (marinated chicken) in lemon juice, spices , onions

Tabouli
diced parsley salata w/ cracked wheat, tom., onions, spices & mint

*Tahini  tabina
sesame paste

PDF:

Dendara & Abydos 1 day Trip from Luxor, Start $65: WIFI page in “x TOUR Abydos – Dendara”  w Flt2egy.com

Email: on site flexibility

What is a “transfer service”

Email:

1-10: B$ trip email Pension to confirm & to ask Taxi price from airport

OTHER:

ASK Alladin http://www.ask-aladdin.com/Egypt-travel-help.htm  

OPEN:   http://www.ask-aladdin.com/Egypt-Travel-Tips/tips.html
Term 3 MAP  http://www.ask-aladdin.com/Egypt-Travel-Tips/tips.html
All BMI ARV; All EgyptAir DPs

Where is?  Possibly  Unas (????
Pepi 1st (’s (6th DYN): ---  Pyramid Texts:  Jean Leclant & Jean-Phillippe Lauer. (Special MUS room) Jean Leclant’s French expedition worked around the pyramid of Pepi I, third king of Old Kingdom's 6th Dynasty. His reign peaked in Egypt art and culture. Unfortunately hieroglyphic inscriptions on inner walls had crumbled to the floor. French team reconstructed inscriptions by computer; almost five. 

One of king's courtiers, Weni, recounts that Pepi I appointed him to investigate a conspiracy on the part of Queen Imtis. But Weni does not say what she plotted against the king, nor what kind of punishment she suffered. 

Elizabeth Peters The Last Camel Died at Noon  

Print:

:

Bobbie horse riding

12801 E. Speedway  Tucson, AZ 85748
Phone: (520) 298-7450
for same day reservations call: (520) 603-1146

email: bobbi@tucsonhorsebackriding.com
for same day reservations call: (520) 603-1146

Wisam 520-392-3740

 DBL (    ¥      ¥  * £     £    (
Egypt Air (Star Alliance; Delta, Alitalia, British Airways, Aeroflot, Royal Jordanian Airlines, KLM Royal Dutch Airlines, Air France, Turkish Airlines, Mayan World Airlines, Swiss, Austrian Airlines, Lufthansa, Qatar Airways, British Midland
Documents:

Copies of key doc (PP, driver’s license etc, to DAVE)

MISC: Loose:

EGY door signs (Eng & Arabic)

(1) wVOCAB laminate

Passport Belt:

(1) wVOCAB laminate

Passport   WY driver’s license Plan F card


- GET Humana & Blue Cross cards

Bumped summary

2 Photos

Travelex Confirmation of Coverage & support docs 

Suitcase:

Photos: (4) CVS Photo Center pak 

Air Ticket:    TUS> DFW>LHR>CAI


- ITIN page


Terminal maps: DFW, LHR, ORD


- Reduce DFW & ORD onto 1 pg > DBL side w/ TERM page
EGYPT ITIN  -Complete
EGYPT TRANs Flow  -Complete
CAI TERM map – Reduce  and print, Maybe include on back page of TERM maps
Pension Roma Hotel: email, pages & maps (2) 


CAI Metro map & Stations



- Lie 1 = RED; Line 2 = Orange; DOTTED line: planned /under construction

MIdan Tahrir/Talaat Harb LP/DK pages

EGY MUS LP/DK pages

Islamaic CAI LP/DK pages

Memphis, Medium,Dahshur, Giza LP/DK pages

Luxor E LP/DK pages

Luxor W LP/DK pages

LUX N: Amarna, Abydos, Dendara LP/DK pages

LUX S: Esna, Edfu, Kom Ombo LP/DK pages

Aswan LP/DK pages

Aswan S LP/DK pages

> Abu Simbel LP/DK pages

Petra, JORDAN LP/DK pages

Heliopolis LP/DK pages

Birqash MKT LP/DK pages

Nile Delta LP/DK pages

N Cemetery LP/DK pages

Al-Ghouri Complex LP/DK pages

Citadel/Ibn Tulun LP/DK pages

Zamalek & Gezira, Garden City, Doqqi LP/DK pages

Old CAI & Coptic CAI LP/DK pages

Aswam or Luxor TRANs > CAI ITIN page (copy)

CAI > TUS TRANS OUT ITIN pgs  - Make copy from ITIN
Air Ticket:   CAI > LHR >ORD > TUS
- Make copy from ITIN
Egypt MST Travel PAK


Egypt Travel Notes
-Complete


Passport   WY driver’s license Plan F card  - Get Humana & Blue cross cards 










or at least info


Drug List


Travelex Confirmation of Coverage & support docs 


Bumped summary


Steripen


Lost Luggage Report


Full Travel INV
-Complete

Overnight Travel INV
-Complete

Orbitz 

BU MAP PAK:

Culture PAK:


Egyptoligists

DAYpack:

Air Ticket:    TUS> LAX > NRT> BKK


Orbitz page / Amer Air page

Airline ticket de-mystified



Terminal maps: DFW, LHR, ORD

EGYPT ITIN

EGYPT TRANs Flow 

CAI TERM map

Pension Roma Hotel: email, pages & maps (2) 


CAI Metro map & Stations

CAI & Central CAI maps

MIdan Tahrir/Talaat Harb LP/DK pages

EGY MUS LP/DK pages

CAI > TUS TRANS OUT ITIN pgs

Air Ticket:   CAI > LHR >ORD > TUS
   -COPY ITIN page


Egypt MST Travel PAK


Egypt Travel Notes
-Complete


Passport   WY driver’s license Plan F card  - Get Humana & Blue cross cards 










or at least info

Drug List


Travelex Confirmation of Coverage & support docs 


Bumped summary


Lost Luggage Report


Full Travel INV
-Complete

Overnight Travel INV
-Complete

Orbitz 

Culture PAK:


Egyptoligists

For the latest security information, 

U.S. citizens traveling abroad should regularly monitor the Department of State's Bureau of Consular Affairs' web site, which contains current the Travel Warnings and Travel Alerts as well as the Worldwide Caution. Consular information is also available on the U.S. Embassy's web site
NO pre-1992 $100 USD
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

PUT in Egypt NOTES bB4 Printing

ENTRY / EXIT REQUIREMENTS: VISA (LP 517)

Available on arrival @ Cairo airport, $25, 20 min, 

30 day, single entry  visa  valid for 3 mo

Extensions: LP115  Mogamma or Luxor  max 3 mo easy 

Multi entry (Jordan): double entry visa: Convert single entry visa to DBL entry in CAI at Mugamma Bldg   OR   , at Nuweiba, EGY port after crossing Red Sea, 1 hr wait (closed FRI)
1 photo, & P visa pages

14 day grace period

US Embassy, CAI LP118-9m,TEL: 02-797-3300,   8 Sharia Kamal el-Din Salah, Garden City

Banks: Sun-Thur: 830 >1400, airports 24/7; Always cash @ Misr Bank Branches  NO pre-1992 $100 USD, Conversion rate better IN Egypt, Western Union branches; 

Cairo (CAI)  LP110m, 107

AMER. Air: 800-433-7300
1-24 – 3-11
Ticket Number:
0018621030674-675

Orbitz record locator: AP110101MY55XZUU Orbitz gmaile1

Airline record locator:
Amer Air
CBUGBS





BMI
3Z25C6





Egyptair 
3Z25C6
SERVICE
DATE          FROM         TO              DEPART   ARRIVE
DURATION

AA  
         24Jan         TUS     >     DFW            11:35am    2:45pm
 2h 10m

1742

MON                                                    (1135)       (1445)



    
Terminal ___
                      Seat: 30F



Time between flights: 2hr 5m 
AA      
24Jan         DFW   >    LHR             4:50pm       7:40am   8h 50m

0050
         MON                                                  (1650)         (0740)



   
Terminal  ___
                      Seat: 38J   



Time between flights:     1hr 35m

BMI      
24Jan         LHR    >    CAI               9:15am     4:10pm
771
          TUE                                                   (0915)   (1610 ARV)

$1330   ARV: 1-25            Terminal ___  TOT DUR: 19h 35m
    Seat: 28A

TRANS: INTN’L: AIR: TUS > CAI (15km NE of CAI) 

??? TERM 3:
           TERM 1:
 HALL 1:
ALL DPs ???

NOTES:

Confirm FLT 48hr B4,  

ENTRY VISA:

1) GET entry visa at the window directly to the side of the checkpoint windows to enter. Multi Entry at that time?
$15USD +/- ALSO currency exchange window nearby. 

2) Once on other side of checkpoint ; get bags off carousel 

TO-FROM Airport:  

Cairo Airport Shuttle customerservice@cairoshuttlebus.com (highly recommend it) New, A/C, 7 seat vans, every ½ hr - total cost 80LE ($14) +tip (35LE) BUT $100LE > Roma in email RESPONSE:; GOTO shuttle desk OR Call +20 22 265 3937 for reservation; Escorted to van & driver. 

TAXI: (Don’t use bus) Walk past waiting taxi driver/touts > taxi driver in his car & negotiate. NO tipping

Airport > DNTW (EST) : 30-35, 45-60; LE 50; Not > 80 lLE 

TRANS: INTRA

TRAINS: (LP533,  SEE iPT/iDISK; www,egyptrail.gov.eg)
Ramses Train STA Map on LP180
a. Beware EGY holidays, Weekend (Thur & Fri) 

b. separate booking windows for ea. Class & destination 

c. take food/water/book, sold food less in dinning car

d. W side CAI > near Qena, then E side from Qena > Luxor; may make no difference if 1st Class few peeps

e. on quieter days, may change seats & even upgrade yourself easily

A/C, Express train / day: Ramesses STA, CAI > LUXOR/Aswan: 

Platform 8 around 0700 - 0730, 1st class cars closets to platform entry; 86 LE, 96LE for first class Luxor
TICKETS: Get on the train without a ticket and pay on board, cuz NO tourist tickets for 'restricted' daytime trains, so. Everyone - tourist office, police, and railway staff - OK’d on-board-ticket-purchase for small sur charge. APPARENTLY: No big deal: thru x-ray inspection queue, no TIK CHK,  police assistance,  

1st or  2nd class, A/C, comfortable aircraft-style seats. approx.:  1st & 2nd class TIK: Cairo-Luxor: 9-10 hrs; tourist Rate: 165 and 90 respectively

If busy day: shift seats often or stand, CAI > S easer than > N 

AIR:

Luxor International Airport (LXR) main S hub - domestic FLTs in Egypt.

Egyptair (Express) : CAI to LXR: approx. 1 hr

TRANS: LOCAL:  NO USE bus or mini-bus
River Bus TERM @ Maspero (LP118-119m 126A2, 182 (times & DEST) 

Pyramids Bus    LP1118-119m, 127B3

Metro – YES !!!  LP182  See downloaded maps

1EL > any stop . Keep TIK for EXIT!!!!
Taxis (LP183 (price list), DK344)
Prices EST:  NO tipping
IN CAI EST:

no meters, but there are current rates??? 

· Anywhere in CAI: 10LE,  never > 60 LE 

· EGY MUS > GIZA: 35 - 50LE

· Day trip > Saq, Dahshur, Giza & back $200LE

STRATEGY: Raise your hand slightly;  

B4: Set price B4 you get in; DON’T pay until you arrive OR Don't haggle,  take the next taxi. EL cash only
EXIT: Jump out of cab, pass grubby / disorganized pile of notes back through the window. 
KINDS:

White taxi - metered 10-15 LE ($2-3US); don't expect them to work.
B & W Non-metered: negotate
hotel taxis more expensive 

BUS: Super Jet Bus Companies: Turgman Sq ( Tahrir) Giza, Airport or call 002-02 266 0212
ON FOOT:

Buy an Egyptian paper (1LE) 
Yell for Tourist Cop : usually plain clothes cop nearby.

ACCM: GOOG
Pension Roma 169 Muhammad Farid, Cairo, Egypt

Taxi: EGP_____    SEE GOOG E Maps
S from 26th July, on left hand side above Gattegno Department Store. Tel.: +20 2 2391-1088 , +20 2 2391-1340; e-mail: pensionroma@pensionroma.com.eg
  INFO Main Tourist: 8:30am-7pm (LP118-119m, 15 F2) F2 ,  

EGY ITIN Strategy:

1st CAI: REVIEW Wandering ADVU+ICEP LP155  Central Cairo
Travel Day: 











1D

ARV DAY:











1D

1st:    INFO Main Tourist: 8:30am-7pm (LP118-119m, 15 F2) F2 ,  

DAY 1: 1st CAI






        


1D
1st:    INFO Main Tourist: 8:30am-7pm (LP118-119m, 15 F2) F2 CAI map:  ENG & Arabic? LP109; Omnimaps.com Cairo Maps: The Practical Guide (E30)


    LP512:  Map of Egypt

     Clyde Leisure Map #6 of Egypt & Cairo

Midan Tahrir & Around 








3h
(LP118-9m, 116, DK70-71m, 72) 

START:  @ MIdan Tahir & orient

Nile Hilton, (>N)EGY MUS, (>S) 

WALK S: > Amer U > Mugamma > Omar Makrum MOSQ> US Embassy > Corniche
Amer.  Univ (LP118-19m, 3 C5, , DK70-71m, )

SE of  Amer U 2  blks: Metro: 

Saad Zaghloul MAUS 







.75

(His house short distance W) Beit al-Umma (DKm 5 B5, 82)

Mugamma Gov’t offices (LP118-19m, 18 B6, DK70-71m, )

Omar Makram MOSQ (LP118-19m, 42 B5, , DK70-71m, )

US Embassy (29 D6)

Corniche el-Nil (Blvd :) (DKM 5, 82)  night stroll, felucca rides

(N) Arab League Bldg  (LP118-19m 34 B5, , DK70-71m, )

Nile Hilton:

EGY MUS

MIdan Abddel Moniem Riad 

THEN E > Midan Talaat Harb







 .75h
Midan Talaat Harb 





       



 3.75h
ON SQUARE.: 

Groppi’s tearoom (LP168, 78 C4, DK71m)



.5h

S of SQ: on Sharia Tallat Harb ---(DK71m)
Café Riche (LP118-9m: 67 D4, 163,) 17 STH



.25h

N of SQ: On Sharia Talaat Harb:


(#1) El-Abd Bakery (LP118, 70 D3)




.5h
(#2) El-Abd Bakery (LP164, 69 E2) 
1 BLK N on Sharia 26th of July ???: 

on Qsar el-Nil --- (DK73)








 2.5h

Cosmopolitan Hotel (LP118-119m, 49 D4)



.5h
Pedestrinanized 

NE on Qasr al-Nil Street > 2nd  small street on right to face the Cosmopolitan Hotel,1902 opened aka Metropolitan -- gorgeous EX of  fine architecture hidden in the downtown backstreets. 

Bourse Stock Ex: (SE of MTH)





.25h
Next door to the hotel is Bourse or stock exchange. Early 20th C built, in Egypt's economic boom when its stock exchange was among world's top ten. Since gov’t mid-1990s privatization program , business again thus area face-lift.

Trieste Ins Bldg: (SE of MTH)





.25h
From Bourse rejoin Qasr al-Nil Street beside the Trieste Insurance Building (3) (11 Sharifeen St.), designed by one of the many European architects Ismail commissioned.

Italian INS bldg. (arc.) (LP118-119m 38 E3)



.25h

N > Sharia Adly : 

Metro Cinema (LP118m , 101 E2, 117)




.75h

Jewish Shar Hasmaim SYN

   (LP118-9, 45 F2 , DK73) Babylonian arc. EXT
.5h

INFO Main Tourist ((LP118-119m, 15 F2) F2 ,  

NO Groppi Garden

MIdan Opera:(LP118-9m:G2; DK6m: D2, 78)



.5h

2nd DAY: 1st CAI: 

1) Early Morning B4 EGY MUS  Take Taxi > EGY MUS 


    2.25h

Tawfiqiyya Souq: fruit & veggie 
MKT 


1.5h

1 BLK N on Sharia Saray al-Ezbekiyya: (N of Roma & 26th July(LP118-9m
This ST is N of MTH several BLKs, slightly SE of Midan Orabi  

2) EGYPTIAN MUS 







    ½ D-½ D
 BEST: 9am-6:45pm Lunch & Late afternoon (LP187m, 185, DK74m-77(DK74m, 36 B3, 76-77), Layout: DK p74m)

Egyptian MUS: MUS guide book avail
GROUND FLOOR:
ALL ROOMS except (SAVE  Room 34 (Graeco-Roman Room) & Rooms 50-51 (Alex the Great) for 2nd CAI visit)
Long queues ((visit @opening, late afternoon or lunch); Tut’s funnary mask 
1st Floor : Causeway between Nile & funnary temple illustrated in Abus Sir PYR model

1st FLOOR ROOMS: 56 – Tut’s Galleries (10 rooms), 34 - Pharonic Technologhy, 48 - Pyramid Room, 53- Animal Mummies , 32 & 27 – Middle Kingdom Models

3) Midan Ramses & around:  (LP122m, DKm2 D3 , 78), 
.45h

Ramses TRN STA & MUS. (Mahattat Ramses) : (LP122m, DKm2 D3 , DK78) Mubarak MET
MUS at N end (LP180m – detailed STA map)
Al-Fath MOSQ: 3 B3 main Cairo orientation aid 

3-4th DAY: 1st CAI:





(12h)



2D

Islamic Cairo: (LP1129m, 125 (2-3)







5h
BEST DAYS:  a weekday & a quiet Fri morn or Sun)) 

DIRECS: LP125,127) 

Walk from CAI hostel (LP118m,l DK # 5)  E  > Midan Ataba (Euro Cairo (W) &. medieval Islamic Cairo (E) boundary) > Sharia al-Azhar or Sharia al-Muski

Sharia al-Muski (E)  > Sha al-Muizz (L, N) >Sha al-Baghala (N gates)

STRATEGY:

Early MORN:  Get to Sha al-Muizz EARLY to explore w/o tourist & vehicles:

Khan al-Khalili (LP128, LP129m, )
THEN: 1) GO N > N Gates; 2) Then W on Sha al-Baghala > Sha al-Gamaliyya;

3) Then S on Sha al-Gamaliyya >Sha al-Azhar; 4) THEN: SE of Khan al-Khalili (LP129m)

ROUTE:  
Khan al-Khalili LP128, DK88-89m, m 2 F5 MKT map, 
   



2h

Early except Fri morn & Sunday

DK MKT map BEST: follow walking route , 

Fishawi’s Ahwas (LP129m, 17C3, DK 89m &90,) 1 blk in from Midan Hussein
Midan Hussein (LP129m, )

Sayyidna al-Hussein MOSQ (LP129m, DK89m, 90)  NO ENTRY 
Sharia al-Muski (LP129m, DKm89,  90, )

Real MKT near Midan Hussein–belly dancer outfits

stairs > Wikala of Silahdar  (DK 91)

Spice MKT (DKm89 (grn ink)) 

then back > al-Muizz & > N

RETURN LATER >: Medievil Gates (LP129m, DKm89 (R side & top, grn ink)

N UP Sha al-Muizz Li-Din Allah: (LP131m 2A4, DK 87m & # 2m) 


2h

Vehicle free mornings
Gold & silver MKT LP129m,
Coppersmiths MKT LP129m,
as-Salih Ayyub MAD/MAUS LP129m,

Bein al-Qasreen (Rd) area








1.5h

(LP129, 132 5 A6,  132; DKm 2 F4, 94m-97 

(3 great historical Fatimid complexs)

Sultan Qalaun MAD/MAUS “best”, hospital (LP131m, 13 A6, 132; DK96) (scavenged red granite pillars : DK97)

Sultan An-Nasir Mohammed MAD/MAUS (LP131m, 12 A6, 132) Gothic doorway w/word “Allah”; lacy patterns

Sultan Barquq MAD & MAUS (LP131m: 11A5, 132)

Egyptian Textile MUS (LP131m: 8A5, 132;)

Beshtak Qasr (Palace) ROOFTOP VIEWS  






.75h

(LP131m, 18A5, 132;  DKm 2 F4, 97)

Sabil-Kuttab of Ab\del Rahman Kathuda.5h

(LP131m, 19A5, 132;  DKm 2 F4, 98) 

ceramic work inside. FIND caretaker @ Qasr 

Al-Aqmar MOSQ : (LP131m, 14A5, 132; DKm 2 F4, 98) 




.5h

Arch features: stalactites vaulting, hooded arch ribbing

DETOUR: > Darb al-Asfar & Beit el-Suhaymi (LP131m, 7A5, 131,) 

.5h

restored Middle Ages,
Beit el-Suhaymi (LP131m, 6A4, 131; DKm 2 F4, 98) 





.5h


family mansion: courtyard & caravanserai; still residential

BACK > al-Muizz (N)

Suleiman Silahdar (LP131m, 17A4, 131,) thin minaret & curvaceous lines 

.25h

Garlic & Onion MKT (LP131m, 9B3, 131, )






.45h
Al-Hakim MOSQ (LP131, 15B3, 130; DK, 2 F4, 99) stone minarets, 


.5h
Northern Walls & Gates: (LP131m, 3B3;  DKm 2 F4, 99) CLIMB?



Bab al-Futuh (LP131, 3B3, 130, ) Napoleon soldier inscriptions, Pharonic graffiti  
Bab an-Nasr (LP131, 4B4, 130, )







9.25
A.2) S Down al-Gaaliyya (Rd)  (1 B4)





1h


Sultan Beybars al-Gashankir Khanqua & MAUS (LP131m, 10 B5, 130)
.5h


 stubby minaret, sm ribbed dome, INSIDE: serene
Wikala al-Bazara (LP131, 20A5, 130)






.25

Gamal ad-Din MOSQ (LP131, 16B5)







.25

Khan al-Khalili EXPLORE MORE !!! (LP128, DK88-89 MKT map)

1.5h
Wikala of Silahdar (stairs off al-Musik) (DK90)
2 stone gates in Badestan area ???

Fishawi’s Ahwas (LP129m, 17 C3) 1 blk in from Midan Hussein
Toilet (LP129m, 2 C3)

Medieval Gates: 4 gates (LP129m)

GOOG  Difference between a “valley temple” & a  ‘mortuary temple” The the pyramid (with its burial chamber), the mortuary temple (joining the pyramid on its east side), a covered causeway leading to the valley temple and the valley temple were all part of funerary complex. The valley temple’s purpose has been debated: could have been used for the mummification process or perhaps for the "opening of the mouth" ceremony, when the "ka" entered the deceased person's body. 
MEMPHIS & SAQQARRA: 1D

DAY __ (): 1st CAI:  








7.75

MEMPHIS: 1stD
(LP197m, 196, DK161m,165)(24km)


½ D
Taxi or w/ Saqqarra/Dahsure TOUR

Cairo Tours 7: ½ D; Saqqarrra, 

(Mit Rahina) "City of the White Wall,":
“Memphis”, a Greek version of the Egyptian word ‘Men-nofre’, meaning "The Well-Established,"; built on site of earlier Pre DYNASTIC stronghold of Upper or "White" Kingdom aka White Wall. 

Charisma of Place: Narmer’s (aka Menes, Aha, Catfish King): MUS, Ptah temple rubble ruins

MENES : 3000-2938 BC (killed by hippo); 1st Pharaoh of 1st Dynasty & united N&S; Strategically located in center of unified kingdom.
SITES: 

Menes dam Sad Al Kafra (2700 BC) Menes built the city right in the Nile's flood plain in order to capture "the sweet northern breeze" that blew south along the Nile from the Mediterranean. Built great dam to divert the river around Memphis to protect it during the annual inundation;  nearly an unassailable city, cuz temperate Nile bordered immediately by hot, barren desert on the East and West. 
NOW: 110’ gap / no remains of); 1st recorded high barrier dam (Said el-Kafra) built. 

Design: 2 massive huge 49’ or 35’ hi stone walls (80’ base & 40’ tops separated by _?_  of ruble.

Failed – monumentally, destroyed by massive flood  from Sudan’s White & Red Niles redirected the Nile. 

Some argued it was inspiration for future massive projects

Large statue of Ramses and an alabaster sphinx
Huge network of canals lining far flung areas: trade transport AND ag irrigation

1st Tombs:  Mastabas  (not much left)
1st level:

above ground large platform

2nd  level:
underground chambers for King’s sarcaphogus & all eternal amenities

    I can understand the symbology of eternal life represented by amenities BUT “Why would they want to live underground in eternity?”
PLUS: nearby shrines & priests complex 
SAQQARRA: 3rdD OLD KINGDOM
 (1st, 2nd, 3rd DYN necropolis

½ D
N Saqqarra:  

Zoser’s (Djoser) “Step” ((2667BC – 3rd D): (LP197m, 199m,200m, 200,  DK160-161m, 163m, 162 CLOSED
Zoser: Step son & successor of Khasekhemwy’s; 2nd ruler of Old Kingdom / Model of future Pharos / 1st Pharaoh to be deified, Pushed S border to Aswan, 1st stone super structure ; ‘Opener of Stone”

Step ( (Closed: Egypt MUS): stone,  ENTRY: SE corner;

IMHOTEP (Im-ho-tep): arch.,  also Trea, high priest  &vizer = Prime Minister)    

Fundamental difference: 1) combined Khasekhemwy’s ( & 3 story enclosure wall concepts,  2) 1st ( in stone

10,000 worker/slaves (?), groups of 20 in 55 man barracks, 1 day off

New Quarrying technology – Transport: sleds w/water  runners 

Design: 2659 BC 

1st : sub ground: 

1st tomb complex: Northern

Vert. shaft 32’ 92 ‘ deep - sarcophagus

Diagonal shaft -  to insert body

Dozens of after life palace rooms

2nd tomb complex:  Southern

hold body organs in Canopic jars

Above ground super structure:  

Orig. mastaba, then 2,3 & 4th successively smaller mastabas

But then later, he extended each level to the  W and added 2 more mastabas

Complex’s balance included another small structure & 2 separate houses representing Up & Low EGY

Around the compex a 3 story limestone enclosure wall

Enclosure Wall: (near entrance) restored SE corner, 14 false doors
Colonnaded corridor (40 columns buttressed to walls (fledgling tech))  

Hypostyle hall, LRG false Ka door; note supporting side wall for ea. COLM; 
Great S Court: (Jubilee Festival)

Frieze of Cobras

Altar (near base of ()

2 stone B-shaped boundary markers

Heb-Sed (Jubilee) Court) 

N of decorated heraldic (foreshadowing) plants (GOOG: that which speaks to something coming i.e. plant buds may speak of a future blossoming future): 

??? E side  buildings: also (Jubilee Festival)  Shrines of Lower Egypt
??? W side buildings: Upper Egypt
House of S: tourist graffiti
House of N

Serdab: (front of () NW corner of Step (
Slightly tilted wooden box, w/statue inside, 

Original Step ( entrance directly behind serdab

Imhotep MUS (New)
Located: foot of Saqqara necropolis complex, near Memphis,
Good guide, Imhotep info, inventions, best PIKs taken in MUS, COOL

Unas ( & Causeway: (Closed) (Louvre) ; oldest Pyramid Text; Pyramid Scrpts (see Ancient EGY D1, basis of New Kingdom’s ‘Book of the Dead’ / Book of the Coming Forth of Day) (GOOG; see saved page) ???
[image: image1.wmf]

Boat Pits: 

Nearby lesser Tombs (2 often OPEN) : Queen Nebet & Princess Idut
B Tombs: (E of Step ()
Saite (N of Step ()  Amun-Tefnakht

Persian Shaft Tombs (N sidw of Step () (guard in small wooden hut w/key) spiral staircase, Psamti: surgeon reliefs
Akhethotep & Ptahhotep (Joint Tombs/Masdtaba) (NW of Step ()
Ptahhotep painted reliefs: animals, self-indulgent

Philosopher’s Circle: sad statues of GRK philosophers by Polemic Greeks
* Serapeum : Apis Bull TOMB/Catacomb (LP199m, 204 ) 

LRG travertine embalming tables; huge sarcophagus; Only bull in AG MUS, Cairo)

MASTABA of Ti (The Rich): (NE of Phil Circle) (LP199m, 204) OPEN ???
3 wall slits reveal TI STA in serdab; Finest Old King. tomb w/daily life scenes, Finest private here; Life size statute (ORIG in EGY MUS); daily life reliefs

[image: image2.wmf]
Teti  Step (:  OPEN

* INT: basalt sarcophagus; ceiling stars, walls: (TEXTS;   Nearby buried AVE of Sphinxes

*  Mereruka & Ankhma-Hor TOMB 

MER: 6 columned offering hall; life size  STAT “walking out of wall”; animal reliefs, tax evaders relief; stone ring for tethering sacrificial animals (DK)

ANK (Physician’s): (>E) more daily life, INCL surgical procedures (toe & circumcision)
Horemheb TOMB:  interesting story

SOUTH SAQQARRA (s: (LP199m, 205, Hire a horse?? (DK164)

Al-Faraun MASTABA: ???

Pepi II  (:  INT: (TEXTS
DAY __ (): 1st CAI:  

Medinat al-Fayoum Oasis MEIDUM ( & SEILA (:4thD
 1 D

Cairo Tours: ½ D; Meidum & Abusir 

Taxi: 150-200E£ / 7 hrs / + entry fees, bakeesh
4th Dynasty, marries ½ sister (just like the gods), PR to become friend of ordinary people; Seeks engineering perfection; Paid for by conquering neighbors  

SEILA (: Sneferu’s Seila“real” 1st  (: DIRECS: GOOG A little north of Maidum ( & near town Seila: remains of the Seila (Silah) step pyramid. Made of limestone & thought to be 2nd Dynasty   
Polished under surface allowed collapse of EXT outer casing; 
[image: image3.wmf]
[image: image4.wmf]
Located six miles west, in the Fayum town of the same name, the Seila Pyramid has long been one of Egypt's forgotten landmarks. Yet now archaeologists are beginning to think it may have been more impressive than they thought.

Enigmatic Seila ( 2,600 BC reduced to 7m-high mound four-step core of local limestone, over 4,500-yrs. Located 6mi W, in Seila one of Egypt's forgotten landmarks. Yet now – arch. Think it  may have been more impressive than thought.

Maybe a true pyramid, Seila; maybe an internal burial chamber, but looted and destroyed in antiquity.

Interestingly, almost same angle as Snefru's Meidum pyramid: 52 degrees vs. Meidum's 51;  aligned on a north-south axis angled twelve degrees west; four stepped core built of small blocks of local limestone, bound with mortar made of clay and sand.; also a causeway that leads nowhere; a mortuary temple, but no valley temple, the same as Meidum but the opposite of the Dashur pyramids. 

 BYU & Egy arc. Swelim, excavated in 1980s, discovering a limestone stela & offering table.

 

Sneferu’s “False” MEIDUM ( (2570BC - 4thD) (1st of 3, 4?) (LP197m, 210) (OPEN) 100 km (62 miles) Egypt’s last step so 
ACCESS: Guard @nearby house

Not known if collapsed, stone robbed or unfinished

Crucial pyramidal evolutionary point

Design:

8 mastaba-like tiers w/ sloped sides  Filled in steppes w/packing stones

Finished w/casing of polished white limestone

Today:

Only 3 mastabas remain

Huge pile of rubble lies at base.

Explanation?   

TRANS:  

DIRECS: 32 km N of Medinat al-Fayoum; 

BEST taxi or tour from Cairo, incld:  A of Al-Hun &  (  of Hawara

TOUR: see downloaded page Tour Cairo: “½ day tours Meidum ( continue > Abu Sir (; DP: 10 am; 40min drive >; Egyptologist guide; RETUTN: 1:00 PM)  3 hrs???
SECURITY: No solo travel; Soldiers extremely fast aggressive, Not really ‘hearts and minds’. many soldiers speak English and are keen to show you around. They never once asked for money.

(    Completed (2500BC – 1st  4th D), 1st true ( attempt, 

Middle Kingdom pyramids are mud brick around a core of limestone passages and burial chambers; then faced w/ limestone. The newer mud pyramids appear older cuz less well preserved than older, but stone.

Original size (: 144m square and 42m high. Entrance into on N side up a 30m stairway. A passageway descends down 57m to a level below pyramid's foundation. Passageway levels out & comes to a vertical shaft that leads up to burial chamber. Burial chamber: corbelled roof ; walls lined in limestone. Construction timbers still visible. This chamber is on same level as the pyramid's foundation.

CEMETERY: Near the pyramid; w/ important, large mastabas: twin mastabas of 

Neferma'at & wife Itet 

Re'hotpe (Rahotep) & wife Nofret: STATS of in EGY MUS

There is also a mastaba in the cemetery in which the entrance is the robbers' passage. This chamber is not decorated and is a little difficult to get through. Inside the huge blocks of stone that sealed the original entrance are still in place. 

DAY __ (): 1st CAI:
???









1D
DAHSHUR: 4thD





½ D*

Taxi: 150-200E£ / 7 hrs / + entry fees, bakeesh
Sneferu’s ( (2570BC - 4thD) :   “Bent” ( (LP206, DK165) OPEN (2nd of 3(4?)) 
55(   angle, reduced > 43( angle; glass smooth sides; 

½ built – cracks in enternal chambers. Unstable, weak, sandy  ground?

SOL: reduce weight

Increased size by 50’ all sides

Reduced angle to 54 degrees

Revered even in 600BC  eveidenced by offerings

: (’s 2 INT passages open. 3rd passage leads 25 meters (82 ft) to nearby smaller ( of Sneferu's queen for conjugal afterlife visits.   Stoop to conquer;  

[image: image5.wmf]
Sneferu’s ( (2570BC - 4thD):   “Red”  (  (3rd of 3/4)(LP207

look up the (’s face at the glasslike surface
1st geometric  (   LP207 ( Bent ( SOL:  huge limestone foundation blocks & 43 degree angle) huge corbel roofed vault
Took all Egypt’s remaining resources and $

“Stooped to Conquer”  to get public support

Design:

Even greater angle and large multi ton stones

White limestone: starting top > down dressing in place

Chanbers insde accessibkle from 92’ on side

Large chamber (49’ hi) used corbel vaulted ceiling ( stepped in sides) do support huge mass above

Dragged stones up ramps: not known but 1 long ramp. Ramps girdleing or combination

[image: image6.wmf]
Amenemhat III’s  Black ( (1855-1808 BC - MID KING)  (LP207, 

--  mud brick To save money, archs. used stone on outside, later stolen, the mud brick interior then weathered; 4,000 yr. yet, t's still impressive.

[image: image7.wmf]
interior passageways and chambers almost entirely intact.

Collapse reasons:

  1) it's only 10 meters above sea level which the date palms on the Nile flood plain indicates.

  2) Built on an unstable foundation of hard clay.  

  3) building materials used – Except for outer layer,  primarily mud brick w/far less stonework in its structure than most other pyramids.   Thought 2B 1st  first pyramid w/ burial chambers for both a pharaoh and his queens.   The bones of both queen Aat and his second consort, who might have been Neferuptah, were found in their burial chambers - however, despite the presence of a sarcophagus in the king's burial chamber, he was buried at his 2nd ( at Hawara.   

Surprisingly, 2  other burials inside ( &  archs speculate might have been pharoah Amenemhat IV & his queen, Sobekneferu.

You can't approach the Black Pyramid because it's in a restricted military zone, so this photo was taken with a long lens from the Bent Pyramid.
ABUSIR: 5th D: c. 2494 to 2345 BC – Old Kingdom) 






½D
(immediately N of Saqqarra Complex)  mostly step PYR; open

RANEFEREF ( (aka Neferefre): (SSW) DK162 EGY MUS  partially finished, ,  but 200 yr cult

Forgotten Pharaohs & (: 

ROYAL SUN TEMPLES (two) of Abu Ghorab: obeisk & altar 

 (close N of Saqqarran not much left)
 
 
SAHURE ( -1st (2475BC - 5th D)

Funnery Temple: EGY MUS floors, columns, reliefs :

NYUSERRA ( (2421BC - 5th D):  nothing left!

NEFERIRKARE ( (2455BC - 5th D): Abu Sir Papyri (LP199)

3 nearby mostly destroyed (
RANEFEREF ( (aka Neferefre) (2445BC - 5th D): (SSW) DK162 EGY MUS  partially finished, visible construction techniques,  but 200 yr cult: 200 priests in 5 shifts day & night, o   bssessed with record keeping detail ;  GOOG: has his mummy been discovered?

ROYAL SUN TEMPLES (two) of Abu Ghorab: obeisk & altar 

DAY __ (): 2nd CAI:

???
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GIZA PLATEAU (s : (LPm150, 143-151: DK
DIRECS: (LP151, DK127, site map128-129;  ) early morn
GENERAL INFO:  

GOOG : camel riding technique ; Tucson area horse riding

Camels, horse-carts & Horses LP147,   best stables near Sphinz (LP147) (OOH, long distance between PYRs; 35#/hr official rate but still bargain, 

“Wall of the Crow” : Enclosure or barrier wall (GOOG see pages)  Barrier between king’s holy ground & 20K workman; 30H , 21’H gate

Solar Boat MUS: 5K yr old boat

KHUFU (Cheops) (2560BC - 4th D): Great  ( (LPm150, 7C2,  DK132-133

 Snefru’s son; power zenith Buildng on Snefru’s tech.

 height of Old Kingdom, BUT beginning of 4 century plunge into darkness; 

Design:

most perfect,  symmetrical sides (?) &largest pyramid

51 degrees

Does that mean the sides were equilateral triangles?

TICKETS:  (LP150m, 26C2)
PYR of Queen Hetepheres)  (LP150m, 15C2)
Queen’s PYR (LP150m, 16C2)
Solar Barque (boat) MUS (LPm150, 18C2, 149, DK134)
Solar pits   (LPm150, 19C2, 

( KHAFRE (Chephren) (2530BC - 4th D)  (LPm150, 149, DK134, 13B2)
TICKETS:  (LP150m, 27B2)

Limestone peak, 2’less than Khoufu 

Khafre’s Funnery temple (LP150, 149, 8C2)
Causeway:    1/3 mi   covered

The Sphinx (LPm150,  22D3, 150, DK135)
Khafre’s Valley temple (LP150, 149, 9D3)
( MENKAURE (Mycerinus) (2500BC- 4th D) (LPm150, 150, DK134, 14B3
Menkaure Funnery temple (LP150, 149, 11B3)
Menkaure Valley temple (LP150, 149, 12C3)
Queen’s PYR (LP150m, 17B3)
Private CEMETERIES:

East -- :

Western -- : 

Forgotten Pharaohs & (: Abusir
Khentkawes TOMB: (LPm150, 28C3, 151,  ); Menkaure’s powerful daughter
MISC Cemeteries:

E CEM: (LPm150, 6D2, 151)

W CEM: : (LPm150, 30B2, 151): 

Iasen TOMB: inscriptions & Old King. Daily life wall paintings

Sesemnufer IV Tomb (LP150m, 29C2)

2500-2200: OLD KINGDOM: rapid 4 centuries collapse 

2200 & 2100 BC: 1st Intermediate Period:  drought & chaos

2184 BC Pepi II 200 yr drought cuz ocean conveyor stopped

no flood – famine

just right – sufficient ag

too much – from Med, 600 mi. up river : destruction of crops , fields rotted, towns, cannabilism, etc.

Middle Kingdom Golden Age

???  Munohotep II re-united both kingdoms  

Sesostris III: (say zauce tris) 1870-1831 BC   MID KING (Senusret III  1874-1855 BC ???) 

Personality:

Arrogant , sad, age, concern for people, very human,

Sherman like devastation of Nubia

Chain of super fortresses: B4 military infrastructure was known

Unfortunately under Lake Nasar 

Bouhan fortress (phonetic):layers of defense & most 

1000 troops, 200 mi S of Aswan into Sudan

Goal: S border & Nubian gold; Kermans arrows; transparent personality; super fortresses chain 200mi+ of Aswan, but under Lake Nassar

2nd Intermediate Period 1600 BC: 200 year decline

Kurman’s re-emerge: control S

Hixos conquerored N 

New Kingdom: 16th C BC

Hapshepsut (1473 – 1458 BC) ( Tutmos III child), becomes Pharoh

God connected propaganda, obelisk,  Step son Tuthmoses IV

Co-regent w/ step son Tutmos III, but ultimately upsurps

Transforms her image into man like: 

hides female characteristics, strap on beard

calls herself king

Achievments:

Mortuary temple near Thebes, Dar el baqurie (sic)

Surrounded by lavish gardens & pools

Design:  15 years, 

3   levels of terraces I limestone clif

central staircase

Long column porticoes

Different from anything ever built in Egypt, but was it love driven?

 Obelisks Origantator displaying her connection w/ god Amon-Ra

Almost a phaliic connection to sun god Amon Ra ( my idea) 

Aswan quarry including the 1100 ton unfinished obelisk

Transport:  nile barges during flood, 

Rasing it: (theory)  

granite base

Surrounded with brick  enclosure filled with sand

Puled up long slope  base first until the base could tilt onto sand in enclosure.

Remove sand causing base to tilt and move doward as workers pulled on top from an opposing ramp

Senemut architect/enginer

Commoner, but ‘special’ relationship w/ Pharo

Master engineer

1459 BC architect disappeared w/o trace, year later Hatshepsut died mysteriously  Tutmos III prime suspect    

Tutmos III

Totally annihilated her evidence: facial images, records etc.

Great Conqueror: farghest stretched boundaries Syria & centra;l Sudan

Akhenaten / Amenhotep IV  (1352-1336 BC)  

Fast building brick-likes; demanded scraping; 

 Religious center; Priests dominated

In 5th year in barren desert site Aten (spirit of sun) chose this as site of creation. Atenaken, abandon Thebes’ Luxon and create new capitol.

New construction techniques: telatots  small constant size blocks allowed rapid assembly.

Armarna

Unque design

20,000 in 2 years

4 large palaces w/ unique purposes N only survives w/ lavish garden, throne room, zoo

Small aten temple : pylons,  

Boundary stela:  

2nd decade: began erosion of absolute power as he focused on religion and ignored state and boreders shrunk

Mysterious death.

  Complete desecration of images undermining his eteranal life. City was abandoned

Nefertiti 

Tutankhamun / Tutenkaten (sic)  (1336-1327)

Restored supreme power to Amen

Moved capital back to Thebes

Seti I (1294-1279 BC) 

SEti I  re-establish prior religion; 

Karnak’s hypostyle hall; COLM buildng method;

Former military commander, Inherited weak Egypt of Akhenaten, would restore absolute throne power and Egypt’s earlier borders 

Conquest tough pesonna 

reclaim Syria & Palestine

Construction

Hypo style hall:

134 7 story, thick columns,

Tomb: 

Design:

Deep corridor > false tomb w/ hidden access to a deeper long corridor to real tomb

Wall reliefs:

 Died unexpectedly at 40 years (mummy exam)

Ramses II: 

Abu Simbel; sun alignment; 

EGYPT Itnerary Synopsis  SEE LP27

DIY ITIN LP155

2nd CAI MISC: 

Possible  Extra Day Trip:  

Helwan quarry:

 20 mi S of CAi oldest dam At Wadi Gerrawi, about eleven kilometers southeast of Helwan, a unique 4th Dynasty stone dam presumably blocked the Nile flood from quarry operations.

 s

DAY __: 2nd CAI: Petra:
Possible Day Trip >




2D

JORDAN:  Petra & Wadi Rum

GOOG wadi Rum

DBL ENTRY VISA: in CAI or en route:

 
Convert single entry to dbl entry; MOgamma or Nuweiba (after returning ferry) NOT Difficult: 1 hr wait, $15USD(closed FRI)

CAI>Aqba:


SEA: 


Land:  NO cuz includes Israel

Tours:

City Discovery CAI>Petra: (30 hrs, USD700 / 1 per; ): CAI> Taba (6hr) >Aqba (boat Fast or slow?? > Petra: horse> 1.2km walk thru Siq (canyon) walk through the 1.2 km of the canyon and enjoy the beautiful carvings of statues, idols and niches on the way to the treasury. The treasury will appear to you behind the corner that has been standing there for over than 2000 years. After that, you will continue along the facades street to the Roman Theatre, Royal Tombs, the Roman Colonnaded Street, Qasr Al-Bent and then The Archaeological Museum. You will be given time for lunch, after which you will return to Aqba for a short city tour and free time for shopping. You will then be taken to Taba Heights Marina before driving back to Cairo Includes - Meet & assist at Taba heights marina  - Transportation by an a/c tourist bus during Petra trip  - Entrance fees to Petra  - Horse riding down in Petra  - Local English speaking guide from the entrance until the restaurant - Lunch time during your trip  - Boat from Taba marina to Aqaba & back  - An a/c van Cairo / Taba / Cairo  - Departure taxes to Jordan  - Entry & exit taxes to Taba heights marina   Excludes - Entry visa to Egypt in case you do not have multi visa when you return to Taba at the end of the day  - Meals and drinks (unless specified) - Personal expense - Tips and gratuities - Optional activity costs  Please note - Passengers must present a photocopy of their passport within 72 hours of the departure date to confirm the reservation.
Out of Egypt PDF page:

VISITING JORDAN: some FAQs   ;  Suggested ITIN

HARD FACTS: Visa & exit tax; buses & service taxis; 

Travel Permits: E Desert S of Shams Allam (on Red Sea)  (50 km S of Marsa Allam), on or around Lake Nasser, off road, & on road between Bahariyya  & Siwa oasis  (Far W Egypt desert)   LP =518 

Bus & ferry route:

BUS: CAI > Nuweiba: DP700, 6-7 hr; 

BUS; CAI>Nuweiba: CAI main bus STA about 0800, 6 hrs: by the Shark el Delta Bus Co.

Nuweiba to Aqaba US$ cash; may be Egyptian $10 exit tax.
Fast CATAMARAN : daily, $90USD; DP 15:30, for 1 hr); must check in at least 2 hours B4 DP

REG FERRY: (departing 3:30PM, $60USD, 3-4 hours or 10-12 hr , or 3 days ) from in southern Jordan.  The fare is about $60 for the ferry or $90 for the fast catamaran. 

Nuweiba TEL: English speakers at 02-5773561, 069.3520.365. CAI, Abdel Khalek Sarwat street, open from 9-13.30 (1.30pm) daily (except Friday www.abmaritime.com.jo/ but don't trust it 

One thing here 

If hours B4 ferry DP, take a taxi to the town of Nuweiba, or sea where you can settle on cushions, take a nap, look at the waves and have breakfast or lunch and drink something cool.  1) "Dolphin Beach" (mybe see dolphins) or 2) Habiba Camp (see http://www.sinai4you.com/habiba/);  5 min taxi to either; taxis know names well, RETURN: have driver pick up w/plenty time for ferry. OR easy for the reception to call you another taxi.
Night in Aqaba.  

Aqaba > Petra: Regular buses and service taxis ; cost 3 or 4 JD, see the Jordan page.  

CAI RETURN:  From Aqaba, fast boat DP at noon in summer; slow boat at 3pm. Noticeably cheaper this direction : 21JD / 16JD in Jordanian dinars. Also, TIKs at  any travel agency in Jordan, actually pretty reliable scheds, BUT wait until Aqaba cuz sometimes canceleled fast boat, BUT Aqaba travel agencies usually know , so ask.. DO NOT RERLY on hotel info. "Arab Bridge Maritime" Company: TEL”  from outside Jordan: +962.3.201.3240:; from Jordan: TEL: 03.201.3240 website: http://www.abmaritime.com.jo/main.html
City Dscover Tours – Petra Tours  $490 up; 30 hrs;T,W,T, F 

Cairo to Taba via an air-conditioned modern vehicle, approximately 6 hours drive from Cairo. You will be transferred to Taba Heights Marina, where you will take the boat to Aqaba. There, you will continue to Petra for a full day tour    

horse to the Siq (canyon), a natural crack in the rocks of the Nabateans which developed was developed in the rocks' elements. You will walk through the 1.2 km of the canyon and enjoy the beautiful carvings of statues, idols and niches on the way to the treasury. The treasury will appear to you behind the corner that has been standing there for over than 2000 years. After that, you will continue along the facades street to the Roman Theatre, Royal Tombs, the Roman Colonnaded Street, Qasr Al-Bent and then The Archaeological Museum. You will be given time for lunch, after which you will return to Aqba for a short city tour and free time for shopping. You will then be taken to Taba Heights Marina before driving back to Cairo

Excludes - Entry visa to Egypt in case you do not have multi visa when you return to Taba at the end of the day

MIsc:

262 km south of Amman and 133 km north of Aqaba. It is the legacy of the Nabataeans, an industrious Arab people who settled in southern Jordan more than 2000 years ago. Admired then for its refined culture, massive architecture and ingenious complex of dams and water channels,
over 800 individual monuments, including buildings, tombs, baths, funerary halls, temples, arched gateways, and colonnaded streets, that were mostly carved from the kaleidoscopic sandstone by the technical and artistic genius of its inhabitants.

Petra sights are at their best in early morning and late afternoon, when the sun warms the multicolored stones, you can view the majesty of Petra as it was seen first when discovered in 1812 after being lost by the 16th century for almost 300 years!
DAY __: 2nd CAI: E CAI:






 
* Heliopolis 
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(LP153m;   USE DK136-137m,  walking tour map,)
DIRECS: (LP152)
Around Uruba Palace: (DK1)
Amphitron: (DK2) bar /restaurant
Sharia Ibrahim Laqqany: Original city planning EXAMPLE : (DK3) ; trams, 

Normandy Cinema: Fantasy Oriental arc.;
Palmyra (Original terrace café, 

Empain’s Basilica

Barron’s Palace (Qasr al-Baron) based on Angkor Wat

Le Chantilly (DK295

Benben or Ben-ben, 

Some scholars believe the conical Benben stone represented the very first mound of earth and marked the point where the first rays of sunlight fell from Re. The conical shape marked the Pharoah’s way to heaven by ascending the rays of the sun.

Others believe the stone was actually an iron-rich meteorite and represented the seed of the earlier god, Atum, who created the earth through masturbation: the word ‘benben’ means ‘to copulate’. The pyramid-shaped cap on an obelisk is called a Benbenet and, combined with the shaft, obelisks could represent Atum’s divine phallus and his seed.
in Egyptian mythology, or more specifically in the Heliopolitan tradition, was the mound that arose from the primordial waters, Nu, and on which the creator god Atum settled. In the Pyramid Texts, e.g. Utterance 1587, Atum himself is at times referred to as "mound". It was said to have turned into a small pyramid, located in Annu, which was the place Atum was said to dwell within. Other cities developed their own myths of the primeval mound. At Memphis the god Tatenen, an earth god and the origin of all things in the shape of food and viands, divine offers, all good things was the personification of the primeval mound.

Benben stone

The Benben stone, named after the mound, was a sacred stone in the solar temple of Heliopolis. It was the location on which the first rays of the sun fell. It is thought to have been the prototype for later obelisks, and the capstones of the great pyramids were based on its design. Their tips (pyramidia) were probably gilded. The phoenix, the bennu bird, was venerated at Heliopolis, where it was said to be living on the Benben or on the holy willow. According to B. Kemp the connection between the benben, the phoenix and the sun may well have been based on alliteration: the rising, weben, of the sun sending its rays towards the benben, on which the benu bird lives. Utterance 600 of the Pyramid Texts speaks of Atum as you rose up, as the benben, in the Mansion of the Benu in Heliopolis (Hart, p.16). [image: image8.wmf]
The Benben stone was a massive, sacred solar obelisk in the Egyptian Old Kingdom temple of Heliopolis. It was designed to catch the first rays of the rising sun.  Legends had the Phoenix (the Benu Bird} living either on the stone or in a sacred willow tree.

The Phoenix’s flight was said to represent the capacity to leave the world and its problems behind, flying towards the sun in clear blue skies. It was considered sacred to, or a servant of Ra, the sun god of ancient Egypt and the sacred bird was described as a heron.

Approximately every 500 years when it felt the end was approaching, the Phoenix would build a nest to be used as a funeral pyre. The old Phoenix was consumed in flames and burned to ashes. A new Phoenix would arise from the flames. This is said to symbolize the rising and setting of the sun. After placing the ashes of its predecessor in an egg of myrrh it would fly it to  Heliopolis (City of the Sun) and place it on the sun god’s altar, the Benben Stone

The Benben stone was the basis for the design of later obelisks as well as the capstones on the pyramids.  The point at the top of  the obelisks and the cap stones of the pyramids themselves were gilded to also catch the first rays of the rising sun.

“O Atum the Creator (the Sun), You became high in the height  You rose up as the Benben Stone in the mansion of the Phoenix in Heliopolis.” -  From Labib Habachi, The Egyptian Obelisks, p. 5, The AUC Press, 1988

DAY __: 2nd CAI: NW:
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Birqash Camel MKT: (LP197m, 212, DK168, )
DIRECS: 35 km W of CAI; 

Public TRANS: GOTO old Imbaba MKT (minibus (EL1) from either Midan Abdel Moniem Riad or Midan Ramses , Then a minibus > Birqash; 1 1/2h >, max 1 hr there,; (GOOG MAP & old MKT @ Imbaba - NOTHING)

OR TAXI (EL10) or for the morning (EL70-120 EL95=$16)
BEST TIME 7-10 FRI, traded for cash or other livestock, such as goats, sheep and horses, and sold for farm work or slaughter; When you arrive, pick a strategic spot and settle in to watch the negotiations. The best area is around the middle of the lot
 EGY’s largest souq al-gamaal; admission E£5; 6am-noon
??? Alexandria ITIN info LP24: Mus  LP369Delta & N Coast  p 235, p 236m

Weather: BEST: Nov-Apr   cool season, but much rain

Alexandria p 240

DAY __: 2nd CAI:  N: Nile Delta 







¾D
Delta Barrages: (GOOG- done) (LP197m, 214, DK169): 

A special type of dam on the Nile.
Delta Barrages are designed to regulate the upstream level but not the flow of water in the two distributary branches of the Nile, so that when the river is low, water can still flow into irrigation canals.

Construction of the original Rosetta and Damietta Barrages, 70 miles north of Cairo, Egypt, proposed by Linant de Bellefonds Pasha, a Belgian engineer in the employ of Muhammad Ali Pasha, viceroy of Egypt, was started in 1833 and completed in 1843. This ultimately permitted conversion of over 754,000 acres of the Nile delta from basin irrigation to perennial irrigation, lengthening the growing season and dramatically increasing agricultural output. Muhammad Ali originally proposed using stones from the nearby Giza pyramids as building material for the barrages, but was dissuaded by Linant, who argued that it would be too costly. Poorly constructed, the barrages were rebuilt during the British occupation. Additional barrages were subsequently constructed at Idfina (1915) and Zifta (1943) in the delta. Three major barrages were later built on the main Nile between Cairo and Aswa
was completed in 1862. Its purpose was to improve irrigation in the Nile Delta area of Egypt. It was recorded by historians that Muhammad Ali of Egypt's grandson Abbas sacrificed one of the pyramids in order to build the dam which was very poorly financed. When it was time to operate the dam, the foundations had been so poorly laid that the whole purpose for which it had been built in the first place was abandoned and has been marked as a romantic river crossing.
Qanater:  Coney Island, 

`DIRECS: Private river bus (90  min each way)

[image: image9.wmf]
Qanater ferry terminal on Nile The whole area north of central Cairo is a popular day trip for locals and tourists alike.
SW:

2nd CAI: 

((((((((((((((((((
DAY __): 2nd CAI:  








2 hours

Midan Ataba: 

    (DKm6 D2 & E2, 78)

SE > MUS of Islamic Art (DKm2 E5, 78)





1h
OPEN;  Mohammed Naguib MET



Muhammid Ali: couple BLKS …

Creative wood, fountains, masbrabiyya screens

> Islamic Cairo

NE of Ataba: toward Midan Khazindar:  





1h
N side: Ezbekiyya Book MKT (LP118-119m 105 H1, 175
 (behind Cairo Puppet Theatre:  (LP118-119m, 100 H2,)

???  Nearby books & electronics MKTs:, DK ???
Sednoui Dept. Store (LP118m, 114 H1, )  gorgeous interior 3 story atrium
N ob Sharia Clo Bey Former Red Light area: (LP121)\
((((((((((((((((((
DAY __ - 1): 2nd CAI:  





(7.5)


1D

Khan al-Khalili AGAIN !!! (LP129m, 128, DK88-89 MKT map) 

2h

DETOUR > Northern  Cemetery (Al-Qarafa):


  
3h
(LP139m,138, DKm  )
DIRECS:  Sharia al-Ahzar (>E) Salah Salem

Tomb dweller/house, dead & entertainment;  including an guest overnight room; Friday: public picnics,  SEE DK103 sidebar “Living w/the Dead”
Tomb of Emir Tashtimur (LP139m, 8A3,  )

Qaitbey MOSQ (LP139m, 6 B3,138, )  CLIMB  finest Islamic in Cairo; dome EXT motifs,

Complex of Sultan Ashraf Barsbey (LP139m: 2B2,139, DKm 4 D2, 102)

Dome, marble flooring, minbar (pulp[it, 

TOMB of Ar-Rifai  (LP139m, -- B2,139, )

Khanqah-   ???
MAUS Faraq Ibn Barquq (LP139m: 4C2,140, DKm 4 D2, 102                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Amir Qurquimas MOSQ: (LP139m, 5C1, )

Sultan Inal’s Khanqah (LP139m, 3C1, )

Relig. Sufi brotherhood hostel for gatherings, spiritual retreat & character reformation; shaykh resides & instruct disciples.
DIRECS> Al-Azhar Park 






1h
Entry thru Gate of Qaitbey  (LP110-11m, 139, 

Return > Khan al-Khalili  or 






.25

continue S > Blue MOSQ & go N
S & SE of Khan al-Khalili (LP129m) > Citadel:
Toilet (LP129m, 2 C3)

Back to al-Musik & al-Muizz (LP129m)

    
    
* Al-Mutahhar  MOSQ (LP129m) (NW corner of  
intersection)















.25h
Midaq Alley (LP129m, 6B3, 129)





.5h

* Spice MKT (LP129m, A3)






.5

DAY __ - 2): 2nd CAI: (maybe Al-Azhar metro if finished)
(7.25)

1D
Al-Ghouri Complex 







1h
(LP129m, 8A4, 133-134, DKm88, m2 F5, 92)

Minarets & Domes (DK93)side panel description) 

Whirling Dervishes (DK92) , 308 detail, Wed & Sat:  8 or 9 pm; early for limited seating– Youtube -- LOTS
Al-Ghouri MOSQ & MAD LP129m , (8 A4)
Al-Ghouri MAUS  (LP129m , 5 A4)
Al-Ghouri Wikala (LP129m, 11 AB4, DKm 88, 92) (better restoration)
* Fruit & vegetable MKT (LP129, B4, )




.5h
* Abu Dahab MOSQ (LP129, B4, )





.25
Al-Azhar Mosque: 








.5h
(LP129m, 4 C4, 127, DKm89, m2 F5, 91)  

Gate of the Barbers (DK);  courtyard, 3 minarets, tomb chamber 
 Detour S of Al-Azhar   (LP133m, 3 B3,




.75h
Ottoman Houses:

* Beit Zeinab al-Khatoun (N side of little sq.) (LP133m, 3B3, DKm 2 F5, 91)   ROOFTOP VIEWS







.5h
Beit al-Harrawi EXT only (S side of little sq.) 
(LP133m, 2B3, 133)











.25h
further S on al-Muizz > Citadel: 





3h
(LP129m, 133m, 134) 

Carpet & Clothes MKT






 .75h
(LP129m, 20A4, 133m, 134, DKm 6 F3, 103)
Carpet sellers:(LP129m, 11 A3, 133m)
* Tarboosh maker (LP129m, 11 A3, 133m)
* House of Gamal ad-Din (LP133m, 11A3, 134) 

 .25h
* al-Fakahani MOSQ  (LP133m, A3, 134)



 .25h
Muhammed Ali pasha Sabil 





 .25h
(LP133m: 8A3, 134) (Closed ???) restored fountain




Al-Mu’ayyad MOSQ(LP133m, 6A3, 134) EXT/INT.25h 

* Bab Zuweila 







  .5h

(LP133m: 1A4, LP134, DKm 6 F4, 103) CLIMB; executions in front of gate, grand entrance portal, big wooden door, (nails & teeth)
Sabil Kuttab of Nafisa al-Beida (LP129m, A3)    

 .25h

Sharia al-Khayamiyya (Tentmaker’s MKT/ST)    


 .5h 



(LP133m: 12A4, 134 DKm6 F4, 103)

* As-Salih Tala’I MOSQ (LP133m:A4; DKm 6 F4, 103)  superb stained glass

L / E on Sharia Ahmad Mahir Pasha
       



1.25h
Oijimas al-Ishaqi MOSQ (LP133m: 7A4, 135) 


.5


INT stained windows

* Al-Maridani MOSQ (LP133m, 5 A4) 



.25
Int mix of Pharohinic columns, arches, fountain & wooden housing
GO E on any street  > old Salah ad-Din Walls

S on walls >>> 

* Blue MOSQ  CLIMB (LP133m, 4 B5, 134)



.5h

DAY __ - 3): 2nd CAI:  





(6h)



1D

NOTE: Could GOTO  Sayyida Zeinab METRO STA to start @ end of this route & reverse

S TO The Citadel: DIRECS






2.5h
CITADEL: (LP136, (LP133m, B 5, LP135 SITEm, 135, DKm 104-107)
Unimpressive & over priced

Muhammed Ali MOSQ 






.25
(LP135m, 6 B2, 136, DKm 104-107 )

Domes upon domes etc, BUT graceless & unimaginative

Clock: glitzy, central courtyard

An-Nasir Mohammed MOSQ  





.5
(LP135m, 5 B2, 136, DKm 104-107)

(scavenged column & capitals, most IMP are N wall blocks : DK97)
View Terrace (#1) (Oposite An-Nasir)               


.25
Gawhara view terrace (LP135m, B2, 136)

Police MUS (LP135m, 8 C1, 136, DKm 104-107)   

.25
NORTHERN ENCLOSURE: via Bab al-Qulla (LP135 1B2, 136
* Nat Military MUS  GREAT 




.5h
(LP135m: 8C1, 136, DKm 104-107)
Suleiman Pasha MOSQ





.25
(LP135m, 8 C1, 136, DKm 104-107); tasteful EX of Ottoman dome




* Towers, Gates (‘bab’) & Walls: (DK 107)




* HIST NOTE: The Hippodrome (MIdan Salah ad-Din)

(DK105



The Citadel > Ibn Tulun (LP137)




3.5h

Sabil – Kuttab of Qaitbey (DKm 4 E2, 109) 
?
Sultan Hassan MAD & MOSQ 





.5h
(LP137m, 5 D1,137, DKm 4 E2, 108) 

Best Mamluk arc.: recessed entry; 4 iwans; mihrah & stolen Crusader columns

Ar-Rifai MOSQ :







.5h
(LP137m, 3 D1,137, DKm 4 E2, 109) King Farouk buried; last Shah of Iran
Mevievi Theatre / MUS 






.5h 

(LP137m, 6 C1,137, DKm 4E2, 109)  beautiful wood structure
Amir Taz Palace (LP137m, 1C1, 137, ? DKm 4E2, 109)
* Dervish (DKm 4 E2, 109)
Amir Taz Palace (LP137m, 1 C1,137, ) 



.5h

FREE; wood ceiling, bathrooms  
* Sheikhu MOSQ

* Sheikhu Kahnqah

* Sabil of Umm Abbas

* Taghribardi MOSQ

Mosque of Ibn Tulun 






.5h



(LP137m, 4 B2,138, DK110-111 site map ) 

CLIMB  high walls, 1st pointed arch (200 yrs B4 Euro)

Lectern; Mihrab; Fountain; Spiral Minaret; Crenellations; Arcades; & other detail

Beit as-Sennari (NW of Ibn Tulin ???) 



(LP137m,  DKm 4 D2, 82.)


???
Gayer-Anderson MUS 






.5h

(LP137m, 2 C2,138, DKm4 D2)

* Sarghatmish MOSQ




???

* Salar & Sangar MAUS




???

 DIRECS > Sayyida Zeinab METRO STA

DAY __: 2nd CAI: NW & W of Central Cairo:
   8.25h

1+D




Zamalek & Gezira (LP144m, 148m: 140, ) 



4h
Gezira: (S 2/3 of island) (access via Qasr el-Nil Bridge) 
2h
* River Promenade (PED corniche)
 (LP144m, 148m; DKm 1 B5, 84,)
Cairo Tower: (LP148m: 17C2, 142, DKm 1B5, 84) 

Egyptian MUS of Modern Art (LP144m;  DKm 1A5, 84, 
Similar Diego Riviera artist

Nearby Opera House Complex &

Zamalek:  (N 1/3 of island) 





2h
Walk (LPm145: 140, DKm 1 A2 (see my GRN arrow), 84-85) 
Riverside houseboats: (DK 85) elegant , old mansion (now embassies) area

Great CAI Libarary : (LP145m: 12F2)

NOTE (LP): bearby café bakery

? MUS Islamic Ceramics (LP144m & 148m, DKm 1 B5, 84)

SW & S of Central Cairo:


Garden City & Rhoda Island 





2.75
(LP148m, 121, DKm 5A5 & m113 site map, 82)
DIRECS: (LP148m, 121,) Manial Bridge
Manial Palace MUS 





.
75
(LP148m: 24D5, 155, DKm3 B2, 83) hunt trophies, Medievil manuscripts

Monastirli Palace & Umm  Kolthum, MUS: 


1h
(LP124m: 13A2, 122; (DK125 sidebar) (S along island’s E side)
Grey Pillars: Brit Army HDQT 





.5
(DK82 on Sharia as-Suraya) 11 Champollion Street

magnificent Belle Epoque palace  -- very sad state of decay. Nasriya School 

? Nice English garden suburb WALK @ sunset :

* Nilometer & MUS 






.5
(LP124m: 11A2, 123; DKm 3B5, 125 – picture of )

Doqqi:  










1.5h
MUS Agriculture: (LP148m:16A2, 142,)  superb


1
* Only mummified Apis bull from Serapeum

Mr. & Mrs. Mahmoud Khaill MUS: 




.5
(LP148m, 25B4, 143, DKm 1A4, 83), 19th & 20th C art- superb 

DAY __: 2nd CAI:  
(Wear pants)


(4.45h)

.5D
 

Old & Coptic Cairo: (LP124m, 123, DK 115 site m)  (3 entrances) Mar Girgis METRO; BEST Maspero dock ‘s orange & green river bus
     Coptic indigenous Christianity (DK122-123 SIDEBAR)  
Tranquil & peaceful

· Roman Towers (main Coptic entance) 


.25
(LP124m: 12B2, 123, DK site m115)
St. George MON & Church (LP124m, 9B2, 124, DK 116) 
.25
St, George Convent  (LP124m, 4C2, 124, , DK 116)

.25
   

St. Sergius 








1h 
(LP124m: 3&2C2,125, DK site m115, 117), 

· Further along alley: *Nearby great toilets) 

· (crypt), Jesus cave 

· St. Barbara CHURCH

· thru iron gate > Greek Orthodox Cemetery

Ben Ezra SYN (LP124m: 1C3, 125, , DK site m115, 116)
.25


adjacent spring, (Moses & Mary)
Coptic MUS (LP124m: 5C3, 123; DK site m115, 116)      
.5
(LP124m, 4C2125, DK site m115, 117)  access Note. 
Hanging Church






   
.5
 (LP124m: 8C3, 124, DK site m115 & 120-121)
Great arch. Detail, steep stairs, wooden roof, tiny cross motif, * water gate viewing panel

(?) Fustat (DKm 3C5, 124  nothing but the bare ground  
.25
(?) Amr Ibn Al-As MOSQ 





.5

(LP124m 10D1, 125; DKm 3B4, 124)








.5
(?) St. Mercurius MON (DKm 3B4, 124) 



.5


fine wooden alter canopy






(?) Suleiman al-Faransawi TOMB: (DKm 3B5, 125  

.5


ornate EXT ironwork; most unusual monuments


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

THEN TRN > LUXOR
1D

GENERAL OPTIONS:

work my way S to Luxor or at least make day trips from CAI or LUX to fill in between, 

then work my was S to Aswan or at least make day trips from  LUX or ASWAN to fill in between 

Then  a tour from ASWAN to Abu Simbel 

THEN FINALLY,  FLY or Train DIRECTLY back to CAI.

 Hierankopolis Day trip >:  

Narmer (Menes’) (S of Aswan)

Khasekhemwy

FARTHER SW: 

TRANS:

TRN:  GOOG www.egyptrail.gov.eg
TRN #: 980 DP: Ramses @ 7:30am: E42 2nd Class: 10 hr

??? KARANIS: (LP209

2 Greco-Roman Temples (two): inscriptions, Kom Aushim MUS: Old & MID Kingdom: weooden boats, Canopic jars, 

NO POINT:  HAWARA  (:  Amenenhat III- 1808 BC – 12th D) – his 1st ( (GOOG CLOSED- No, flooded)

INT: tech. developments: corridors ‘blocking’, Burial chamber (single piece), Chamber security;  

NO visit - Al-LAHUN (:  EGY MUS: gold uraeus in Jewelry room (Room 4) 

Nile Valley: CAI > Minya:  
MINYA: (LP218m, 221, ) 

DAYT: Minya > Tell al-Amarna . Beni Hassan http://www.egypttourinfo.com
      ONLY if natural part of a tour 

Don’t include in        



Day Timing Calcs    




 Questionable interest value
SECURITY??  Suffered great police overreaction   GOOG travel restrictions LP  convoy restrictions Aswan > Abus Simbel  & Luxor > Aswan 

Pleasant own centre: wide coniche, early 20th C buildings  No great overnight reason;  Minya MUS: maybe open

NORTH:

Gebel at-Teir & Frazer Tombs: (LP219, 

Deir al-Adhra ( Monastery of the Virgin / Convent of the Pulley)

DIRECS: Police permission?

S & SE:

Zawiyyet al-Mayyiteen cemetery: Mus & Christ

Beni Hasan necropolis (LP223, ) only 4 open, but worthwhile daily life & political unrest of 11 & 12th D era

Baget TOMB (#15)

Rectangular tomb, wall paintings: weavers & acrobats, animals, hunting, mythological creatures, wrestling moves, monarch’s daily life, 

Kheti TOMB (#17)

Papyrus columns, painted scenes, yoga-like poses, 

Amenemhat TOMB(#2)

BEST & Largest; impressive façade, INT: columned doorway, beautiful paintings, , long text to visitors

Khnumhotep TOMB (#3)

Detailed painted scenes w/ autobiographical scenes above, animals, farming, 

ALSO, if POLICE, Cliffside track> rock-cut temple- Speos Artemido: Hathor headed columns, scenes of Hatshepsut
DIRECS: (LP224: from Minya

Nile Valley: Amarna > Qena:  




3D

(LP218m, )
QUERIE:

Luxor tours to Tel-Armana ___, Albydos ____, Dendara?

GOOG Minamar Hotels & Travel  See PDF for contact etc. Interesting 3 nite tour  $190 – 310 depending on peeps #

Also: 

Egypt Magic 1-888-575-6941 Note: I emailed Tim; NET Too expensive & don’t join others
1 ladiy’s BLOG: CAI > MInya (150mi): afternoon sites, overnight, next morning sites ( Amatna ((200mi)) approach to Tell el-Amarna is aboard a tiny but serviceable car & people ferry for the trip across to the east bank of the Nile. Akhenaton’s Royal Tomb in the Royal Wadi, Northern Palace & back > Minya: overnight (Aton Hotel) > Ben Hassan Beni Hassan is an ancient city with more than one type of ancient tombs...the beehive shaped Muslim tombs border the back of the village to the limestone cliffs, where we were headed to see the even older dynastic tombs.  There are 39 tombs altogether in these high limestone cliffs, four tombs that are open: Amenemhet, Khnumhotep, Baqet and Kheti, Joyce Carta   CAI  $ ___ ???

Another day tour CAI > Amarna & Tuna El Gebel: $150
Tuna al-Gebel? 

SECURITY??  Suffered great police overreaction   GOOG travel restrictions LP  convoy restrictions Aswan > Abus Simbel  & Luxor > Aswan 

SAFETY AND SECURITY: 

There have been instances of instability and public disorder in some other areas of Egypt, most notably in the Nile Valley governorates of Assiut and Sohag, located between Cairo and Luxor. These governorates, along with the adjacent governorates of Minya and Qena, have been areas of extremist activity in the past.

U.S. Embassy personnel traveling to these areas (apart from Luxor and adjacent tourist destinations) require advance approval. Egyptian authorities also restrict the travel of foreigners to these governorates. American citizens planning to travel in these areas should contact the Embassy prior to travel.

Tuna al-Gebel: Necropolis of Hermoplis: Akhetaten stelae; further S- catacombs (torch) residents, sacred animals - ibis & babons
If on a tour 

MInya: bee hive cemetery going S of 

left the big bus and got on a ferry to go across the Nile to Tell El Amarna.  The police escort came on board too.  There were at least six policemen all fully armed with machine guns and shot guns.
Beni Hassan Tombs: went into 4 tombs at Bani Hassan.  We had to climb a long way up the mountains - at least 300 stairs. The tombs have been built into the limestone cliffs and are from 1600 BC.  The inside of the tombs are very well preserved.  One tomb in particular had very detailed pictures carved into the wall and the color was astounding.  I would have loved to have taken a photo but it is not allowed for obvious reasons.

 finally got up to the tombs, which once again were built into the cliffs.  We visited 4 tombs and the main difference was the secret underground tunnels.  Tombs were sealed from the inside and then the workers (normally dwarves) escaped by tunnels which came out miles away.  These secret tunnels were then sealed and covered to avoid detection

he long drive (3 ours) to Sohag.  We had the police escort again with their lights and sirens blaring.  The overtaking was unbelievable.  If a car was in front, the police would put on their lights and sirens and overtake even if a truck, bus or car was coming the other way.  We were expected to follow.  Several times I thought we were going to have a head on collision but there is enough room on the road for three vehicles abreast.

staying at the El Safa Hotel, which is right on the Nile.

TELL al-AMARNA Necropolis: 


1D
(LP218m, 226m, 225, )
TRANS:  200mi S  of CAI

Tours from CAI:

IN/OUT:

See Amarna FLD

In 3/09 Good independent travel; notes

3/08 Aussie woman on large bus 

In 2003 6 young people Taxied from Cairo? Hassel then. Now?

4-08 3D/2N; 150mi/3 hr CAI >Minya; then 50 mi more > Amarna >overnight Minya > Beni Hassan (4 TOMBS) Then back > CAI

Luxor Tour??  BEST, if not ONLY
10 Trains: Asyut to/from Luxor 44E; 5-6 hr w/stop Sohaq 21E; 1-2 hrs;  Qena 30E; 3-4 hr

LOCAL:

Site bus ??? or taxi from Mallawi or Asyut (100-200 E#) (irregukar ferry) 25 E#

SITES:

TELL-al-AMARNA (Akhetaten) (LP218m, 225, DK175 )   Son Tut;  “charisma of place’ only; 
TEL al-Amarna NECROPOLIS:  2 cliff TOMB groups, only some OPEN  & lighted; colorful, but defaced wall paintings; site bus ???: 
Northern Palace, Boundaru Stele, Southern Palace, Akennaten TOMB from a  tour web page

 "Speos Artemidos," a rock cut temple for Pakhet, an aspect of the lioness goddess Sekhmet.  It is here that the female pharaoh, Hatshepsut, made her declaration denouncing the Hyksos and telling of her mission to resuscitate the temples of Egypt.  

NORTH:  1-6 

Huya TOMB (#1):  Akhenaten w/Nefertiti

Meryre II TOMB (#2): Akhenaten w/Nefertiti

Ahmose TOMB (#3):  lite;  Akhenaten w/Nefertiti

Meryre I  TOMB (#4): lite;  Akhenaten w/Nefertiti, rainbow
Pentu TOMB (#5):      lite; Akhenaten w/Nefertiti

Panehsy TOMB (#6): lite; Royal family, fat physician 

SOUTH: 7-25 Questionable interest LP225  SKIP
Mahu TOMB (#9): 

Ay TOMB (#2); finest of N&S, vizer then Pharaoh, red gloves

Akhenaten TOMB (LP227,  )  lite; Never buried here,  very little left, damaged relief’s, raised rectangular sarcophagus outline on floor,  

DIRECS: site bus ???taxi

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

ONLY if natural part of a tour Don’t include in        



Day Timing Calcs    

Hermopolis: (LP224 ) ???

Tuna al-Gebel: Necropolis of Hermoplis: Akhetaten stelae; further S- catacombs (torch) residents, sacred animals - ibis & baboons

Petosiris TOMB (EGY MUS: sarcophagus), colored farming reliefs 

Isadora TOMB: her quite visible mummy

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
ASYUT:  (LP328,  ) BUS or Train LP230 Questionable interest value
Alexan Palace (probably still not restored or open)

Asyut ‘barrage’  SECURITY – NO photos)

Lillian Trasher Orphanage ???

ABYDOS (Al-Balyana town) 





1D
(LP233, DK177, )  aka Umm al Qa’ab) & 

 TRANS:

IN/OUT:

GOOG Luxor Tour bus : BEST, if not ONLY 

Train – 9:15am; 16 E – 3 hrs from Luxor 

OUT:

Tour bus or Train – 5 pm; 3rd Class only : 8E – 3 hrs to Luxor 

LOCAL:

Taxi - mandatory

See Egypt/ Abydos, A Feature Tour Egypt Story” in x TOUR - Abydos –Dendara.

Khasekhemwy’s Enclosure:  GOOG more info
Temple of Seti I: (LP233 & map, )

Temple of Seti I

Entry court yards:

1st hypostyle hall: Ramses II reliefs

2nd hypostyle hall: columns, reliefs, frieze

sanctuaries: 7: Osiris (3rd from R)

Gallery of the Kings corridor  

The Osireion;

Granite blocks, columned burial chamber is a dummy sarcophagus

Ramses II Temple:  Reliefs, acess not allowed
Dendara (Qena) (LP  , DK178, )





1D
TRANS:

TOURS: 

DAYT: LUX >Dendara Cruise http://www.egypttourinfo.com
DAYT: LUX > Dendara & Abydos http://www.egypttourinfo.com
Fly2egy.com Day T: Morn then afternoon > Abydos: ($65 start)

With Fly2egy.com Combine a morning in Dendara where you can visit the Temple of Hathor, before continuing for an afternoon of sightseeing in Abydos, home to "The Cult of Osiris" . It is a place where most ancient Egyptians would have made a pilgrimage to at least once in their lifetime. The approach path to the Temple of Hathor is between two Roman fountains that end at the massive entry gate. Hathor was the goddess of pleasure and love and was generally shown as a cow, or woman with a cow's head. The enclosure walls are mud-brick and date to the Roman era. Within the walls are the temple, two birth houses, a Coptic Basilica, a sanitarium, a sacred lake and the Temple of the Birth of Isis. The temple has a long history with evidence that Pepi I (Old Kingdom) rebuilt the temple, while other texts refer to reconditioning by Thutmose III, Amenhotep III and Rameses II and III (New Kingdom). Additions were made during the Greek, Roman and Ptolemy periods. Abydos in Middle Egypt is an ancient holy place and burial ground of the rulers of the late prehistoric proto-kingdom, as well as the first attested kings of the politically unified Egyptian state. Buildings constituting the settlement area in northern Abydos dating back to Predynastic times have been found around Kom es-Sultan, while recent excavators have found an Old Kingdom residential area to the south-east which contains a street of mudbrick houses with courtyards and a faience workshop with its kilns. Abydos is home to "The Cult of Osiris", the god of the dead. It is said the head of Osiris was buried at the site after he was murdered by his brother. This is a private tour allowing you to determine the amount of time spent at each of the sites during the tour.
Inclusions:
   * Qualified Egyptologist guide
   * Entrance fees
   * Hotel pickup and drop off
   * Transport by air conditioned vehicle
Exclusions:
   * Gratuities (recommended)
   * Food and drinks, unless specified
IN/OUT:

GOOG Tour bus: 
BEST, if not ONLY

, taxi or Train: lots 

OUT:

Trains to : Al-Balyana 12E; 2 hrTour bus, taxi or Train – 5 pm; 18E; 2/3  hrs to Luxor 

LOCAL:

Taxi - mandatory

Temple of Hathor: iconic cuz intact

Great stone roof, columns, stairs , all w/ heiroglphs

Entry: visitor Center,  GUD toilet,  Outer hypostyle hall: columns, carved walls, ceiling w/zodiacs, 

Inner Temple / smaller inner hypostyle hall: columns w/ blank cartouches
Hal of Offerings: > sanctuary ( most holy) 

Western staircase, 

roof ( open kiosk, suite of rooms w/ reviv al theme),  N suite room ceiling’s Dendara Zodiac; VIEWS, 

Napoleonic  graffiti

eastern staircase

EXT:

wall w/gargoyles: BEST: rea (S) wall of Cleopatra

Isis Temple: 

Sacred Lake

Sanatorium

Two ammmis (birth houses) 

Khasekhemwy’s (2680BC -2nd D) Mastaba & Enclosure Wall n @ Abydos

Little N of Luxor/Karnak  

Enclosure wall : 35’H, 400’ L, buttress & recess pattern, oldest stone structure 

LUXOR:

LXR:  airport to downtown is about LE 50 (LE 25 is possible as well, Short trips within Luxor are between LE 10 and LE 20. Round trip to the West Bank: about LE 100.

The Sheraton Luxor Resort has a list of current taxi rates from their hotel to a number of destinations that can be used as a handy reference
TOUR & Cruise:  LP77- ; DK322

Deal w/local agents in Luxor or Aswan

LUXOR area ancient dam:

Archaeologists have discovered the remains of an ancient dam, dating back to some 4,000 years, in Upper Egypt, proving theories that ancient Egyptians were master dam builders. Discovered by an Egyptian-French archaeological team, which has been working in Luxor since March, the ancient dam was found a few meters away from the Karnak Temple in the city, some 500 km south of Cairo. “The 230-meter long dam was built during the age of the Middle Kingdom (of ancient Egypt) to protect the temple from the Nile flood,” Xinhua quoted Zahi Hawass, Secretary-General of the Egyptian Supreme Council of Antiquities, as saying. According to Hawass, the finding is of grave importance as it proved that the ancient Egyptians were good at building dams. The discovery will also revive interest in the ancient Egyptian city, where, it was believed by some archaeologists, that nothing of great importance would be found again. “The team had also unearthed the relics of a Roman bath built in the first century AD and a clay jar containing 316 coins from different historical periods,” said Hawass. (ANI)
TRANS > W Bank:

FROM Airport:  Taxi ONLY (50-100E)

TRN STA: Down al-Mahatta> Luxor Temple S tip & around >N > ferry jettylocal residents' ferry (baladi ferry). The baladi ferry costs 1LE for foreigners, 25 pt for locals, and departs from its dock close to the ticket gate for the Temple of Luxor. There is no set schedule: ferries depart when they have filled up or until a decent period of time has passed.

Make an effort to smile and chat with the locals - you'll be using their ferry boat after all! But do be wary of the very few high pressure salesmen who might be on board, hoping to snare you for a taxi fare or accommodation offers - check their offer out, feel free to bargain.... if it's good, take it, otherwise a firm, but polite "No, thank you" (la shukran) should do the trick.

West Bank TRANS:

Taxi:

he West Bank sites are spread out and the temperature varies from hot to extremely hot so the easiest way to get around is by hiring a taxi for the day. This will set you back about 250 LE from the East Bank and about 100-150 LE from the West Bank 

Pick ups

Regular pick-ups leave from the ferry to Gurna and if you can find your way onto one you'll get there on the cheap for less than 1LE. Note, however, that the sites are usually 0.5 to 1km away from the main road so you'll have to walk to get there. The best way to use pick-ups is to take one to old Gurna, walk to Deir al-Bahri along the road (or hitch a ride), then walk to the Valley of Kings over the mountains (about 45 minutes), then walk back to Deir al-Medina (or even Valley of the Queens if the heat hasn't got to you), ending up in New Gurna for a pick-up ride back to the jetty the 

Tutankhamun Restaurant, 200 m south of the ferry landing - considered by many to be the best restaurant on the West Bank. "The food is absolutely incredible - Chef Mahmoud has an incredible touch with the spices - curry chicken with apples and bananas is pure delight". Fixed menu, with a choice of mains that varies with what is in season. Prices not the cheapest around, but still hugely inexpensive compared to what you would pay in a hotel.

Luxor: East Bank (LP239, ) 






2D

KARNAK TEMPLE (aka Ipet-isut): 


(6.25h)

1D
(LP246m, 243, DK188m,188-190)



DIRECS: Early morning: good light, visit twice (6am-5pm)

AMUN TEMPLE ENCLOSURE: MAIN (E-W (LP243, )  


2.5h
main state shrine during the New Kingdom in Egypt (11.16 cc. BC. er.). Intended to glorify the power of the pharaohs

Temple of Amun , Karnak: Cretan disaster from curious blog;

mandatory orientation to the east.
Ideally, each temple must be focused on the point of sunrise at the winter solstice. In line with this focused and the central gate of the temple, so that during the solemn service in the shortest day of the year, the clergy of churches to watch the sunrise at the winter solstice directly from the altar of the temple through the open gate.

His altar was originally located strictly along the longitudinal axis of the temple, and therefore the longitudinal axis of the temple was exactly focused on the point of sunrise at the winter solstice.
Altar built in Hatshepsut and Pharaoh Tuthmosis, between 2000 and 1000. BC was scientifically absolutely correct UNTIL (author claims) only until April 3, 1528 BC, ie until the day of the Cretan disaster.  

after that space accident in 1528 BC, suddenly begins and extremely costly rebuilding of the temple, by Pharaoh Thutmose III, Ramses I, Seti I, Ramses II, which lasted until 1480 BC .  Only reason for the restructuring of the temple, was the shift of the earth’s axis, which occurred during the Cretan disaster, a shift thaht made  watching the sunrise from the altar during the winter solstice impossible.
Altar position called “Ipetsout” (Ipet Sout), which literally means “favorite place
Article seems to suggest that between the fourth and fifth pylons, Hatshepsut’s obelisk  was intended to be a symbol of the solar explosion i.e the  illegitimate son of Helios – the Phaeton.

Author NOW alleges that : for the subsequent observations of sunrise at the winter solstice, a special room was built , which is called “High rest of the Sun at the very top of the left wing of the Hall of Festivities (Scott : does top mean vertically or horz.?). Also a NEW liturgical anthem was used  ” And already the new anthem (???) glorifies the sun: “You shine in the sky of the sky, live solar disk, marked the beginning of a new life!”
Author further allehges that: rebuilding (then or later ???) of the Temple of Amun-Ra at Karnak was necessary because “the displacement of  the Earth’s occurred after the explosion of the volcano on the island of Santorini.  Author, referencing a modern volcanoe’s effect alleges that “The principal in this report, in light of the foregoing, is that a local disaster, not on a global scale, can shift the earth’s axis of our planet.”
Check off map key: 

The Temple of Amun, which actually houses a number of integrated temples and chapels, is both the central and principal construct at Karnak. It's primary modern entrance is on the west (northwest), and consists of a number of structures and statues leading up and through the first Pylon
, Quay of Amun:  GOOG How long? > Nile?

(E side) Ramp > Ave of Ram sphinxs

Jim Fox BLOG: 

n the approach to the Temple of Amun at Karnak in ancient Thebes (modern Luxor), a canal was originally dug out to the Nile terminating at a quay built by Ramesses II located on the western extremity of an avenue bordered with two rows of ram-headed sphinxes. The avenue comes to a holt about twenty meters before the first pylon on the northeast of the main structure which faces the Nile River. The avenue is cut into by the royal highway which went from Coptos to Syrene (Aswan) by way of Thebes, passing between the seventh and eighth sphinxes.

 [image: image10.wmf]
 

A modern view of the avenue of Sphinxes showing the Quay
 

 

Branching off from the royal highway, a slight ramp climbs toward the quay. Where the ramp begins, there were two human headed sphinxes holding a ram-headed urn in their hands, of which nothing remains but their pedestals, which are 1.5 meters in height.

 

The various heights of the annual Nile floods that were marked during the time between the 22nd Dynasty reign of Shoshenq I and the 26th Dynasty reign of Psamtik III can be seen on the western side of the quay. For example:

 

"Year 3, first month of the third season, day 5 under the majesty of King Shabata. When his majesty was crowned as king in the House of Amun, he granted him that he should splendidly appear as favorite of the Two Goddesses, like Horus upon the throne of Ra. [The Nile] which his father Amun the great, Hapi the great, great in Niles, granted him in his time: twenty (cubits), 2 palms."

 [image: image11.wmf]
 

 

 

These measurements are believed to be marked with regard to a horizontal line that must have formerly served as a reference for the augmentation of the average level of the flood over the course of the seasons. It should be noted that the quay does not bear measurements from the first five years of Taharqa's reign, which is known to have been a period of drought. Once the flood finally did occur, Tahraqa had two stela carved, one in Coptos and the other at Mataanah, to commemorate the event.

 

On the northeast and southwest corners of the quay, Seti II had two small obelisks erected. Today, nothing remains of the northern one except the pedestal, but the southern obelisk, which is almost intact, is interesting because it presents Seti II's complete titles, which reading from top to bottom, include his Horus name, his "Two Crowns" name, his Golden Horus name, his throne name as the king of the South and the North, and his "Son of Ra" name, repeated in four vertical columns. Also, a small barque chapel of Hakoris stands to the right of the quay, which once acted as a resting station on the gods' processional journeys to and from the river.

 [image: image12.wmf]
 

 Avenue of the Sphinx’s:

Jim Fox BLOG: The avenue of sphinxes consist of statues with lions' bodies and the heads of rams, symbolizing Amun, each of which protect between their front paws a royal effigy of Ramesses II in the form of Osiris. Around each of their pedestals is an extra inscription added during the 21st Dynasty by the high priest Pinedjem, son of Piankh.
[image: image13.wmf]
Jim Fox BLOG: Ave of Ram headed Sphinx’s: The first open courtyard in the Temple of Amun at Karnak was originally outside the temple proper, so the row of Cryosphinxes outside the temple would have continued unabated within. However, the statues that once occupied the space within the courtyard (some were completely removed) had to be repositioned. They were placed further to the side, just before the columns of the courtyard's flanking porticos. This courtyard includes edifices dating over a thousand year period that extended from the end of the 18th Dynasty to the Ptolemaic Period.

First Pylon (Exterior) 

The first pylon, which is the current entranceway to the great Temple of Amun, is composed of two massive blocks framing a large portal. On the west face of each block, for vertical grooves served to house the poles, made from Lebanon cedar and stitched with copper. These poles were adorned with banners (flags) at their tops. The pylon may have been built by Nectanebo I, who raised the temenos walls to which the pylon is attached, though this is by no means certain. Hence, it would have been a relatively late addition built during Egypt's 30th Dynasty. However, it is also possible that an earlier pylon may have stood on this same spot. While the pylon is undecorated, high up on its thickness is an inscription left by Napoleon's Expedition, which remains visible today.

 

The pylon remains unfinished. The north wing has only thirty-two courses and measures 21.70 meters high, while the southern wing has fort-five courses and measures 31.65 meters high. Its thickness at the base is bout 14.5 meters. Though the pylon's four faces remain unfinished, an examination of its construction reveals the extreme care taken in the precision with which the slope of the monument is drawn on each of the blocks. As an example, the ten lower courses and the upper courses marking he projection of the torus in the southwest corner bear a groove indicating its exact slant. the doorway of the pylon is rather odd. All of the blocks that constitute its jambs are very carefully jointed, not only on the west facade and the interior of the passageway, but also on their faces joined to the pylon, while the entire eastern facade has remained in a state of construction. The doorway has an interior width of 7.4 meters and a height of 19.36 meters. On the inside of the doorway, to the upper right, the French scholars of the Bonaparte expedition carved the latitudes and longitudes of the principal monuments they surveyed.

[image: image14.wmf]
 [image: image15.wmf]
20 Inside 1st Pylon: construction ramp 

 Jim Fox BLOG: In the first courtyard of the Temple of Amun at Karnak, on the inside of the courtyard abutted up against the inside of he first pylon is a construction platform built of brick caissons enclosing packed earth between retaining walls perpendicular to the pylon, which is evidence that the first pylon was still under construction when the work was abandoned.

[image: image16.wmf]
30Great Court:

Jim Fox BLOG: The first, western pylon of the Temple of Amun at Karnak (in modern Luxor, ancient Thebes) forms the facade to a large, somewhat square courtyard measuring some 84.12 by 99.4 meters. It is bordered on two sides by a portico with columns built during the 22nd Dynasty rule of Sheshonk I (Shoshenq I) , though he left the columns here undecorated except for the five standard bands indicating constriction that separate the column shafts from the capitals. The capitals themselves or in the form of closed buds.

 

About in the center of the northern enclosure wall behind the columns is an enigmatic, but interesting depiction. This is the so called magic image of Amun. Here, the pharaoh is referred to as per-aa in the two cartouches, and he is making libation in the presence of a very strange image. The representation has the head of Amun, wearing a crown topped by a solar disk surmounted by two large feathers, which emerge from a goatskin bottle embraced by the extended wings of Ma'at. In turn, this depiction surmounts a pedestal crowned by a uraeus, in front of which is a lion whose chest comes up to the level of the shafts. It would seem that this "magic image of Amun" was perhaps paraded during processions. This scene then sits upon a table fronting a series of lotuses, each of which is giving birth to a new lotus framed by two buds
[image: image17.wmf]
Seti II Temple: 3 small chapels

Barque Chapel of Seti II
 [image: image18.wmf]
 

 

 

 

As one passes through the first pylon, to the left is the quartzite and sandstone triple Barque Chapel of Seti II, sometimes referred to as the repository of Seti II but known in ancient times as "Castle of Seti Merneptah in the Temple of Amun". Its facade, reaching some 7.1 meters above the surrounding pavement, is marked by sloping walls that are capped by the standard torus (a large convex molding, semicircular in cross section) and cornice. The central doorway measures 4.5 meters high, while the side doorways are each 3.79 meters.

 [image: image19.wmf]
 

 

 

 

The foundation, the first course of stone, and the doorway are all made of quartzite that probably came from Gebel el-Ahmar near Cario. The rest of the building is made of more ordinary sandstone, probably from Gebel el-Silsila. Hence, this edifice is made of white blocks of sandstone from the South placed on red stones coming from the north. The quartzite blocks of the first course of stone also have a much more pronounced slope than the rest of the building. In the eastern area of the northern facade of the building we find depictions in two registers of tableaux presenting Seti II offering to the Theban gods. In the lower of these registers the gods are upright and walking, while in the upper they are seated on a cubic throne and holding the was scepter and the ankh (the key of life). The west side of this facade is divided lengthwise by a vertical column of text. here, the king on the left, facing west, claps Amun Re Kamutef around the waist. On the Right, the king is turned to the east, and gives unction to his father, the ithyphallic Amun Re.

 [image: image20.wmf]
 

 

 

 

It has three deep chambers for the barques of Mut (left), Amun (center) and Khonsu (right). These chambers have no common entryways. The sanctuary consecrated to Mut has two niches in the back and on its wall is a depiction of the barque of of that god. The central chamber has three niches in its rear wall, and likewise contains representations of the barque of Amun. Here, however, is inscribed the name of Menmaatre (Seti I) rathe than Set II. On the doorway to the Khonsu chamber, neither the lintel nor the jamb of which is adorned with any decorations. However, on the sandstone partition to the right of the doorway are representations of "Khonsu in Thebes Neferhotep", and Thoth, who resides in Hermonthis preceded by Amun. In the chamber for the barque of Khonsu, there are two niches on the rear wall, as well as three more on the east wall. All of these niches probably at one time held statues. Also on the east wall of the Khonsu chamber is a stairway that gives access to the roof of the structure.

 

 

Opposite this triple shrine is a small sphinx, we believe, with the features of Tutankhamun.
Temple of Ramses III: 4 Osirid COLM (columns) (GOOG) & 4 columns; hypostyle hall w/ 8 columns; 3 barque chapels

n the Harris Papyrus written during the 20th Dynasty, Ramesses IV, recording on behalf of his father Ramesses III, said:

 

"I made for thee a mysterious horizon in thy city of Thebes over against thy forecourt, O lord of gods (named): 'House (pr) of Ramesses Ruler of Heliopolis, L.P.H., inn the House of Amun", abiding like the heavens bearing the sun. I built it, I laid it in sandstone, having great doors of fine gold. I filled its treasury with the things which my hands carried off, to bring them before thee every day."

 [image: image21.wmf]
 

 

 

He was most likely speaking of Ramesses III's barque chapel in the right (southern) part of the first courtyard of the Temple of Amun at Karnak. This temple is built on a platform with the profile of a cavetto cornice. The facade of the building is in the form of a pylon, in front of which once stood two squat, six meter royal statues carved from red sandstone. Champollion tells us that the pylon would have been much larger, but its upper portion is destroyed today, so it is missing the cornice, the frieze and the upper section of the tableaux that decorated it. In fact, in antiquity, this was probably a much larger edifice.

 

The chapel is indeed an elaborate barque chapel today, but originally it was designed as a miniature version of this king's mortuary temple at Medinet Habu. The monument was entirely crowned with a grooved cornice capping the standard torus that also bordered the corners of the pylon. Champollion described the two underpinnings of this pylon very well, telling us that:

 

"On the left underpinning, the king Ramessses Meryamun, wearing the pschent [white crown over the red], holds a group of begging prisoners by the hair as he massacres them with his white club. Facing him, Amun-Re presents the harpagon to the pharaoh and holds with his left hand the bonds to which the captives with the coats of arms are attached. These are the people of the North and the Central regions."

 

Asimilar scene on the right underpinning portrays the king wearing the red crown. Legrain adds that:

 

"The door posts and the cornice are of gray speckled granite. This was the great doorway of the king of Upper and Lower Egypt, Usermaatre Meryamun. Hardly any of the blocks that composed it remain."

 

The splay of the right door post as one enters this chapel from the first courtyard is adorned with horizontal inscriptions of royal titles alternating with baskets that are surmounted with three symbols, including a was, ankh and djed, meaning prosperity, life and stability.

 

The first court is lined with eight Osride statues of the king, with those to the west wearing the crown of the red crown of the south, while those on the east, the while crown of the north. The Osirde statues on the west hold the hek scepter in the left and and the nekhakha scepter in their right. The architrave surmounting the Osride pillars (see also Osiris), which once supported a grooved cornice, provide the dedication written by Ramesses III, in two lines, which states:

 

"He has made the house of Ramesses, sovereign of Heliopolis in the house of Amun, in perfectly sound white stone"

 

The interior walls are decorated with various festival scenes and texts.

 [image: image22.wmf]
 

 

 

Beyond the court is a vestibule on a higher level that was also fronted by similar Osiride pillars between which runs a parapet 1.83 meters high, except for the central area. The east face of the pillar to the left of the entranceway provides an excellent example of the royal name of Ramesses III, Usermaatre Meryamun, and below that the name of Mut (the vulture) is carved. A row of bud papyriform columns is set behind the Osiride pillars. Here, the walls are adorned with scenes of sacred processions. The remains of two large statues of Sekmet produced in black granite, similar to those in the temple of Ptah, were found on each side of the doorway that communicates with the next chamber (they hypostyle hall). On the pedestal of the statue on the left was written, "Beloved of Mut-Sekhmet, lady of Asheru", while on that of the right, "Beloved of Sekhmet-Menhit".

 

A small, shallow hypostyle hall follows with two rows of four bud columns each. The shafts of these columns emerge from eight leaves that are carved above the pedestals. Two of the royal cartouches, with a uraei crowned by the solar disk, are engraved in sunk relief, alternate between each of these leaves. Surmounting these cartouches is a register of tableaux carved in very light relief. Above the five constrictive bands of the shaft of these columns, and just below the abacus, the two cartouches found at the bottom of the shaft are repeated, though here only is flanked by uraei. These cartouches are crowned by solar disks. Scenes within this hall portray the daily worship of Amun, with the king entering the room followed by two gods, including Montu.
In the rear of the hypostyle hall, a darkened area contains three contiguous chapels for the barques of Karnak triad, as well as a few small rooms. Here, the ceiling was at one level except for the sanctuary of Amun and its flanking rooms, so that a row of clerestory windows at the rear of the hypostyle hall lighted the back of the temple, with additional light provided by slots between the slabs of the ceiling.

 

There was a drainage system for water here on the roof, with three gargoyles on each side of the temple. The roofing slabs were placed perpendicular to the longitudinal axis, except above the vestibule.
The Bubastite Portal
 

Just beside this temple between it and the second pylon is the so called "Bubastite Portal", which gives access to the now famous scenes of Sheshonk I (Shoshenq I), believed to be the Shishak of biblical fame (1 Kings 14: 25-26). The inscriptions on the architrave and pillars that frame the portico are in the name of Sheshonq I and his successors of the 22nd Dynasty. The scenes depict this Libyan king smiting captive enemies on the south face of the main temple's walls. These scenes graphically portray his successful campaign into Palestine, which is believed to be recounted in 1 Kings 14, and 2 C
Opposite SIDE PORTAL > open air MUS:

A portal on the courtyard's opposite, northern side communicates with the open-air museum where a number of small monuments have been reconstructed from dismantled blocks found within the temple's walls and pylons. These include the nearly complete limestone barque chapel of Senusret I, shrines of Amenhotep I and II, and Hatshepsut's red quartzite "Chapelle Rouge", which has only recently been reconstructed.
Taharka Kiosk: 2 rows of 5 COLM – 1 standing, altar [image: image23.wmf]
Centered in the courtyard are the the remains of a huge kiosk of Tahraqa (Taharqa), which was usurped by Psammetichus II (Psamtik II), and the restored during the Greek Period. It originally consisted of ten, tall, slim papyrus columns linked by a low screening wall, though open at its eastern and western ends. This building now retains only one great column and a large block of Egyptian alabaster (calcite) that resembles an altar that perhaps was once surmounted by a pedestal. However, Champollion tells us that:

 

"Twleve (?) columns, or rather twelve large scale imitations of the wadj amulets that served as props for the sacred tokens of Amun and the king who inhabited this building, were once in the center of the large courtyard of the palace. It should in fact be noted that these constructions posses in no way the curve of a column but are lengthier and narrower below the bell of the capital...

 

It becomes obvious in view of this decoration that the author of the pillars is the king Taharqa, who, after the expulsion of the Ethiopians under Psamtik, the first of the dynasty, has replaced the inscriptions left by the foreign king with those of the native king. However, the proper name of the former, although hammered out, is still quite visible on the second ring of the column of the first Babastite portico."

 [image: image24.wmf]
 Left: Colonnade of Taharqa; Right: Heiroglyph Wadj Symbol
Champollion believe that these columns were standard holders. Indeed, the columns the average diameter of the shaft of these columns is round one-seventh the size of the total height, whereas normally this proportion is hardly greater than one-sixth. Their total height is 21 meters, with the aver diameter being 2.99 meters.

 

Traditionally, this building has been considered to be another barque chapel, yet, the fact that it was an open structure suggests otherwise. Some Egyptologists today believe that it may have had a function in ritual activities associated with a "uniting with the sun" ceremony, as was practiced in later times at Dendera and elsewhere. However, others maintain that this structure was not open at all, but roofed with timber and was used as a way station for the sacred barques. Indeed, the columns appear to have an abacus (though this is called a dado), usually used to support an architrave. This area was later paved with irregular slabs of red granite.
The Second Pylon 

At the rear of the courtyard is the second pylon and a vestibule that precedes it, but architecturally forming one building. The western section of the vestibule preserves the vestiges of the tableaux carved in the name of Horemheb, but who's cartouches were subsequently added on to by Ramesses I and II. On the south wall of the vestibule is carved a relief of Amun, who is holding the scythe in his right and and the was scepter in his left.

 [image: image25.wmf]
 

 

 

 

 

This pylon was fronted by two striding colossi of Ramesses II, of which only the feet of one remain. Fronting these is a third, standing statue of the king with the small image of his daughter and queen, Bent'anta, standing between his feet. The statue was later usurped by both Ramesses VI of the 20th Dynasty, and Pinudjem I of the 21st Dynasty. This pylon was begun during the reign of Horemheb, but was not completed until perhaps the reign of Seti I (though also perhaps Ramesses I). Now removed, its core was filled with many sandstone talatat blocks of an earlier temple of Akhenaten. In the southwest corner of the second pylon is an unfinished Anta Pillar with a depiction of Prince Osorkon I being breast fed by Hathor.

 

Like the first pylon, this one also has grooves (four) for flagstaffs in each tower. A staircase in the northern tower rises to the top of the pylon. There are decorations on this pylon that were begun by Horemheb and completed by several of his successors. The gateway of this pylon was called "Illuminating Thebes". The Greeks entirely reworked this large doorway.
* 30Great Hypostyle Hall: 2nd >3rd pylon

134 stone pillars: PAINT  & endess decorations

Quality difference: INT walls vs. EXT walls

[image: image26.wmf]
Min, god of fertility, recognizable as 1 armed god with erect phallus
[image: image27.wmf]
"King of Upper and Lowe Egypt" title prior to the "prenomen" the first of the pharoah's 2 names

[image: image28.wmf]
Amun, Ramses II and the Tree of Life
[image: image29.wmf]
Ramses II before the Tree of Life
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Cartouche of Hatshepsut
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Cartouche of Ramses II
[image: image32.wmf]
Cartouche of Ramses II, Great Hypostyle Hall
[image: image33.wmf]
Ankh, the Key of Life, reprenting the Nile, the Delta, and the east and west banks
Curious Blog alleges: In the center of the hall stands the hypostyle giant statue of Ramses, and beside him the fragile blue-eyed woman – his beloved wife Nefertiti.

Carved in stone, and then painted with bright colors, the shape of the figure rose slightly above the background. Central relief represented a colossal image of the pharaoh. One of the reliefs in the main hall depicts the pharaoh, who leads the captives, and brings the booty to some other king, a figure which is also great as the figure of the pharaoh. Only on the crown of shining a large disk, and in his hands – something like a cross with a handle in the form of a loop. This is, indeed, in honor of whom built the temple – the sun god Amun-Ra. In his hands he holds a sign of life, and drive to his crown represents the sun.

(Back side of) 3rd Pylon: sailing barque

Narrow court: obelisk bases

40Inner Temple: 4th pylon >:  hypostyle hall w/ WOOD; COLM & stone roof
* Hapshepsut’s Obelisk: electrum tip, evidence of Tuth. III’s desecration & hiding???

Sacred barque sanctuary: granite, painted reliefs

Middle Kingdom Court (oldest part)

N wall: Wall of Records

20Great Festival Hall -  Tuth III: unusual structure; stone COLM, 

DIRECT ACCESS > following ???

35E > SE Enclosure Area:






.75h
(On back wall)  Tuthmosis III’s small chapel; 

two Hapshepsut’s obelisk bases
Temple of the Hearing Ear: w/ obelisk base  (GOOG St Latereram (Giovanni) , Rome (YouTube)

Sacred Lake  (LP249, )

Scared Scarab

Fallen Hapshepsut’s obelisk
30N Enclosure area: 







.75h
Temple of Ptah: (LP248, )  (ACCESS: custodian w key & for baksheesh) 
Ptah’s headless STST, black granite STAT

MONTU TEMPLE ENCLSURE (Main N wall portal)

40NE Enclosure area:  (LPP249,)





.75h
* OPEN AIR MUS: (NE section)

White Chapel: oldest/beautiful; reliefs

Red Chapel:

Alabaster Chapel: MUS of STATS also

40 AMUN TEMPLE ENCLOSURE: SOUTH AXIS



.75h
DIRECS: backtrack > S door in Great Hypostyle Hall)
Cachette court:  bronze STATS EGY MUS
8th pylon: oldest, Hatshepsut’s lie

9th & 10th pylons: Akhenaten temple stone LUXOR MUS

SW Enclosure area:







.75h
DIRECS: Access: ???

15 Khonsu Temple: DIRECS: LP249: pylon > Peristyle court (GOOG) > hypostyle hall w/8 COLM > barque chamber 

10 Euergetes’ Gate & AVE of the Sphinxes:  Partially restored at the Luxor TEM end GOOG can I walk it? How far?   SEE below aways

[image: image34.wmf]
BLOG NOTES 1: For some reason, the entrance to the temple doesn't take you directly down the avenue of sphinxes.  Travis and I therefore walked all the way to the end of the avenue and made our way back to the entrance of the temple.  The avenue of sphinxes used to lead all the way to the temple at Karnak, and there are still some places in town where you can see their remains

Scott Note: Walk back to town: Ave of Sphins or. If not, along the river

20MUT TEMPLE ENCLOSURE (S of) (LP249 ): Ave of sphnxs > S enclsure : 700 black granit STATs

SOUND & LIGHT SHOW: (GOOG  6;30pm0

Karnak > Luxor Temple Phraaoh Procession description (from Curious BLOG) 

During major holidays from the gates of Karnak traveled golden barque of Amon. She was followed by two obelisks. (???)  (1now in Paris)

Presumably down the Road of Sphinxs ((Scott)) The path of the god Amun was in Luxor. Ahead in a chariot drawn by Five horses went Pharaoh. At the gate they were met by Luxor Temple priests and forward to the altar. Pharaoh asked God’s blessing. Priests repeated his words. Then Pharaoh followed in the sanctuary, where he kept a statue of the god of the Nile, and pripadaet lips to her feet. And then came out with his entourage to the people. All rose to face the river, and sang her praises. Priests lowered into the water a long papyrus scroll, and it was carrying current. The crowd exulted: people on the shore and in boats waving palm branches and burning torches.

LUXOR Complex:




(7.75h) 




1D

BLOG NOTES 2:

 Beyond the Sixth Pylon in the Temple of Amun at Karnak in Thebes (modern Luxor) is an inverted T-shaped area where the top of the T is made up of the peristyle court of Tuthmosis III, and the leg of the T is a barque sanctuary filled by the granite naos of Philip Arrhidaeu, who was Alexander the Great's immediate successor for a brief period of time.

 

After building the Sixth Pylon, Tuthmosis III divided the peristyle court beyond the pylon into three sections, by two walls that formed a central chamber in front of the sanctuary built by Philip Arrhidaeu, which itself replaced an earlier repository build during the reign of Tuthmosis III. On the walls of this chamber, together with the east facade of the sixth pylon and the outer walls of the sanctuary, Tuthmosis III had inscribed a record of his twenty years of campaigns abroad, resulting in the name, "chamber of the Annals", being given to this section of the temple. At one time, the chamber was covered by a roof with architraves resting on so-called heraldic pillars.

 
LUXOR TEMPLE:(LP249, DK185m,182)


   

4.25h
DIRECS Acess: ???  Maybe enter @ Ticket Office then walk the Ave of Sphinxs back to the entry???

GEN: Visit late afternoon, but also NITE, deeper the older

   15Ticket 

1) 30Ave of Sphinx’s This month the famous Avenue of Sphinxes between the temples of Luxor and Karnak is opening, with about 900 statues and a recently excavated Roman-era village nearby.
2) 20 1st pylon: reliefs, Ramses II STATS, 2 obelisks

3) 60Great Court of Ram II: 

COLMS, 

wall scenes (S wall: RAM II’s sons, 1st pylon scene),   

NE corner: triple-barque shrine; 

BLOG NOTES 1:  I followed the group into the great Ramses II courtyard, surrounded with towering lotus columns.  The tour guide said there was a tunnel underneath the courtyard where archaeologists discovered loads of burried artifiact

4) 20Amenhotep III Colonnade: COLMS, Wall RELIEFS behind COLMS: 

5) 20Sun Court: Amenhotep III: E & W side COLMS 

6) 10Hypostyle Hall: COLMS, 

think our favorite places were the Great Hippostyle hall, with its 134 columns all carved and painted.  There was also a little room way in the back that was still painted and all the characters either had blue hair or blue skin.

7) 20Central Chamber of Amun: Roman scenes cover ORIG; Mut & Khonsu; Mut & Khonsu Chapels

7) 10Antechamber:

8) 20Barque Shrine of Amun: RELIEFS (Alex the Great)

BLOG NOTES 1: Deeper in the temple is a Greek based complex w/ inscrition regarding Alex the Great

9) * 25Amenhotep III’s birth room: Michelangelo-like; stone base; most scared place

20 ACCESS Outside Abu al-Haggag MOSQ () (LP250. )

Luxor: (p 

LUXOR  MUS: (LP252, 







2h
GEN: wonderful, end Old King. > Mamluk Period

OLD BLDG - GROUND FLOOR:  masterpieces

Tuthmosis III  (140) 

Tuthmosis III STAT (2)  GOOG greywacke:  A rather poorly sorted sandstone which contains fragmentary material mixed in with a matrix of finer material such as clay. Greywackes are thought to have been formed by the slumping of material flowing down an underwater slope.
Amenhotep III figure (?) (135) 

Unas-Ankh relief (183)

NEW WING: Ground floor:      dedicated to glory of Thebes

Royal Mummies: Ahmose I, Ramses I, 

Thebian – New Kingdom military might displays: chariot & weapons 

NEW WING: upper floor: 

New King. daily life technology scenes

Multi-media displays: papyrus harvesting, reading/writing, scibe implements & arch’s  tools

OLD BLDG - 1st FLOOR (2nd):    up ramp

Amenhotep seated granite STAT: legendary/deified scribe’

* Wall of Ahkenaten:  pre- Armana building bricks; scenes

Tutankhamen tomb artifacts; model boats, 

(ramp back down >) Cow deity Mehit-Weret wooden head (Tut’s tomb)

(Just B4 exit on L small hall of STATS: best Amenhotp III

MUMMIFICATION MUS: 




   

1.5h

DIRECS: opposite Mina Palace Hotel:

Well preserved human mummy * & animal mummies

Tool & materials

After-life journey artifacts: 

(   entrance) fine small  Anubis STAT

LUXOR : WEST Bank (LP254, )
ACCESS from East Bank: Taxi/bridge or ferry

Edge of Cultivation: huge sandstone blocks w/gaping black holes, giant sandstone forms (ancient Memorial temples)

LP STRATEGY: (LP256)  (TOMBs : 20 min max) (7am-5pm)

QUERIE:

Wikitravel

Today's exploration in the Valley of the Kings focuses on the tombs of the pharaohs of the 18th Dynasty, visiting KV 35 (Amenhotep II's tomb) and KV 43 (tomb of Thutmose IV). End the day with a drive to the Western Valley to visit KV 22, the tomb of Amenhotep III. (B,L,D
Hapshepsut’s after 2PM when crowds have gone

LP STRATEGY
Deir el-Medina or Deir el-Bahari HIKE:  Consider hiking back over the surrounding hills to - although a relatively short hike, do take plenty of water, especially in summer. The views are well worth the physical exertion!

Western Valley _ see downloaded page


Western Valley (Arabic Wadi al-Gurud) is an Egyptian archaeological locality N of VK; d (the "Valley of the Monkeys"), on account of the representations of baboons in several tomb paintings found within the wadi.;
The Western Valley is accessed by a winding dirt and stone road that begins at the car park of the Valley of the Kings. Visitors must walk for some 2 km between massive boulders, under towering rock cliffs, in order to reach the tombs; although some taxis will take you all the way into the valley. The road is not suitable for cycling. Check at the ticket office for the status of the tombs (open / closed) before entering the Valley. You can sometimes also negotiate with a main Valley tomb guard at the entrance to accompany you and open the tombs - he will definitely expect a respectable baksheesh in these circumstances (try to negotiate beforehand in order to avoid later embarrassment). 
A security policeman, complete with sub-machine gun, may also accompany you into the valley for your safety.

[image: image35.wmf]
Western Valley tombs that are officially open to public view are theoretically open daily, 6am-6pm (summer) and 9am-5pm (winter) - but see the caveat under "Get in" above. Admission LE 10, by means of ticket from the main Ticket Office (ensure you carry some baksheesh for the guard when visiting the Western Valley).

The tombs in the Western Valley have been catalogued under WV numbers (WV = Western Valley), mirroring the KV system in the main Valley of the Kings.

· the Tomb of Amenhotep III (WV22) [1] - currently closed to public view while a Japanese expedition undertakes cleaning and conservation work

the Tomb of Ay (WV23) [2] - currently open to public view - the tomb dates from the very end of the 18th Dynasty and is the burial place of the vizier (chief minister) Ay who gained the throne after the extinction of the line of succession within the ruling 18th Dynasty family of pharaohs. As such, WV23 was the last tomb to be established in the valley. Scenes from the tomb decoration, bearing close resemblance to the style seen in the tomb of Tutankhamun (Ay's predecessor), include a depiction of Ay hunting in the marshes (unique amongst royal depictions in the Theban necropolis) and an assemblage of of twelve baboons. The sarcophagus was recently restored and re-installed by the Supreme Council of Antiquities from the Egyptian Museum in Cairo, though its orientation is now reversed from the original.
(minor point) Do not venture into the narrow Western Valley if it appears that there may be an exceedingly rare rainstorm - you will probably not survive the ensuing flash flood as it races through the valley
[image: image36.wmf]
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Day 1: 








(7.5h)
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Morning:











4h
* HIKE: VK>Deir al-Bahri  Early (6am, but  (LP267) (1h)


DIRECS: Taxi (?) > VK, then hike to Hashepsut’s place, then HIKE track back to VK. Taxi HOME  ???
Deir al-Bahri: GOOG MAP WALK > DIRECS: LP267

** Hapshepsut TEMPLE: (LP268m, 267, DK196 ) 3h
Great Court: ancient tree roots, 

Lower Terrace:  Colonnade CLOSED 4 restor

RAMP:

S Colonnade (L of ramp): delicate ‘obelisk transportation’ reliefs

N Colonnade (R of ramp): bird capture

Middle Terrace:  best reliefs

Large Ramp > Middle Terrace

N Colonnade: Hapshepsut’s devine birth

Far R: Chapel of Anubis

Punt Colonnade: Punt expedition; strange animals & plants

Far L: Hathor Chapel: 2 chambers:  W wall reliefs;  N wall reliefs;  Beyond Pillared walls: CLOSED

100

15Upper Terrace: colossal Osirid STSTS; pink granite doorway; 

15Sanctuary of Amun: (in cliff)

20 S of Hapshepsut:

Montuhotep TEMP:

Tuthmosis III TEMP: Hat’s successor & step?-son

Afternoon VK: TIK:70E#, Tut’s: 80 E# , tuf-tuf


3.5h
VIDEO NOTE: SCAM bewares; 

**  30Tuthmosis III (KV 34) (LP259m, 264, ) hill w/ ravine; oval shap (Wikipedia Phase 1 T)
IfP? 20Tawosret/Sethnakht (KV 19) (LP259m, 265, ) FEM 

** 30Amenhotep II (KV 35) (LP259m, 263, ) deepest; ceiling stars; Burial chamber: 1st rounded, double level; 

**  20Horemheb (KV 57) (LP259m, 263, ); post Akhennaten stabile; decoration technique (Wikipedia Phase 2 T)
Ramses VI (KV 9) (LP259m, 262, ) superb double image of Nut (Wikitravel suggested (Wikipedia Phase 3 T)
* Ramses I (KV 16) (LP259m, 265, ) 

* Tuthmosis IV (KV 43) (LP259m, 265, ) UNIQUE: 1st paint over yellow background style; 
* Merneptah (KV 8) (LP259m, 261, ): (Wikipedia Phase 2 T)
* Ramses II (KV 71) (LP259m, 261, ): CLOSED; 

* Tutankhamemun (KV 62) ) CAUTION: Least interesting, most $ (100E#))  (LP259m, 261, ) charisma

Day 2:








  (7.75h)
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Merneptah Temple & MUS:







1h 

Deir al-Medina









1.5h

Hike from here to VK???

Pick ups

Regular pick-ups leave from the ferry to Gurna and if you can find your way onto one you'll get there on the cheap for less than 1LE. Note, however, that the sites are usually 0.5 to 1km away from the main road so you'll have to walk to get there. The best way to use pick-ups is to take one to old Gurna, walk to Deir al-Bahri along the road (or hitch a ride), then walk to the Valley of Kings over the mountains (about 45 minutes), then walk back to Deir al-Medina (or even Valley of the Queens if the heat hasn't got to you), ending up in New Gurna for a pick-up ride back to the jetty the 

30 Temple: 

60 Workman’s Village:

Inherks I: (359) (LP273, ):fine wall paintings: famous 1, 

Sennedjem (1): 2 small chambers, paintings, (LIMITED ACCESS)

ALSO 2 other Ts

Valley of Queens








1.5h

** Amunherkheoshef (35) (LP273, )

Nefertari (GOOG CLOSED at LP printing cuz Booked) Intentionally very expensive for 10 minutes, get ticket at 10am; Scott NOTE: If I decide to visit read Nefertari ; QV66 ; QV 66

The Queen
  Nefertari, the favorite Queen of Ramses II, is known from myriad of her representations in the temple reliefs and colossi of the great king The dedication to her, jointly with the goddess Hathor, of the small rock temple to the north of the great temple at Abu Simbel, shows how great her influence with Ramses II must have been.

 

Nefertari was not the only consort of Ramses II. Four other ladies are attested in the inscriptions of his reign to be his queens. She was not an ordinary queen, however and her situation excelled that of former ones. Her name has been rendered as "the Most Beautiful of Them"; a superlative which denotes her most exceptional position, while the designation "Hereditary Princess," listed for her in several instances, appears to be the indication of her high ranking origin in the society. Her participation in the affairs of the state is unparalleled outside the Amarna Period and is reflected in the titles assigned to her as "Great King's Wife". A political role is also reflected by the recurrent designation "Lady of Upper and Lower Egypt" and "Lady of the Two Lands".
Origin
 Some Egyptologists think she was probably a daughter of King Seti 1, and thus sister or half sister of Ramses II. Other Egyptologists, however, think that her designation as "Hereditary Princess" might be in some way connected with her being representative of the Thebais. The motive that would prompt such a thesis is the weak footing of the Ramssides in Thebes; their home was in the North and they made strenuous attempts to improve their situation in the South. These Egyptologists claim that nothing is known about her parents, but it seems that she was of royal birth. Others say she is Ahmos' grand-daughter...At Gebel El-Silsileh there is a shrine of Ramses 11 where depictions show him and Queen Nefertari performing religious functions before sundry deities. This shrine contains an indication that Queen Nefertari was already married to Ramses II at his accession (1290 BC). But she was not mentioned in connection with the King's First Jubilee in the year 30 of his reign and it seems likely that she died before it. We know that Queen Nefertari was neither the only nor the first bearer of this name. Its first bearer was Queen Ahmes-Nefertari, the mother of the Theban Eighteenth Dynasty who may have been the great-grandmother of our queen. Nefertari's bearing of the designation "god's wife" emphasized apparent emulation of Queen Ahmes-Nefertari, who was also the god's wife...From her name and titles it is apparent that Nefertari played a special role in her time. The fact that Ramses II was eager to show her accompanying him, a feature uncommon otherwise, suggests that she could influence his position in the country.

Her own tomb
Ramses II has a tomb for Nefertari hewn out in the Valley of the Queens called by the ancients "The Place of Beauty", this tomb is the most beautiful in the Valley of the Queens, and is on the whole worthy of her position in history. The decorative motifs on walls and ceilings are mythological and are concerned with life in the netherworld, meetings with gods, deities, genii and monsters, and the entry into the realm of eternity. In these scenes our queen is represented always wearing long, transparent white garments, with two long feathers over the vulture-like headdress of gold. She wears rich jewels, in addition to bracelets and a wide golden collar

[image: image38.wmf]
Khaemwaset (KV 44) (LP274, )  REL IEFS good,,  Ceiling: astronomical
Medinat Habu (6) Day’s LAST few hours
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20 DIRECS: Enter from S

10Enclosure Brick Wall top: mud-brick remains

5 ENTER Syrian Gate

15 Staircase > UPPER FLR: views

10 TOMB Chapels of the Devine Adorers

Mortuary/Funeary Temple of Ramses III

10 1st pylon: reliefs: Libyans & gruesome scene, 

1st Court:

10 Pharaoh’s Palace ACCESS:

10 Appearance Window:

10 2nd pylon: reliefs: prisoners

15 2nd Court: reliefs, colonnades: 

15 EXTRA: 

Surrounding sites: Christian Basilica, sacred lake

Landing Quay: 

Colossi of Memnon








1.5h

??? SUNSET: horse or camel ride

Day 3: 








(5.5h)

.75D

Ramasseum









2.5h

Tombs of the Nobles








2h

** (20) Nakht (69) : small MUS; best tomb paintings:  3 musicians
* (27) Khonsu TOMB  (31) (LP269, )  Sacrd barques towed; Ceiling: ducks

* (27) Benia TOMB (343) : more colorful; STAT niche

** (29) Ramose T (55) (LP255m, 269) ;

** (25) Sennofer T (96) Deep main chamber; Ceiling: grape & vines, 

* (24) Rekhmire T (100) Best preserved; foreign gifts Unusual Chapel: manufacturing & banquet scenes

Lunch (near Tombs of the Nobles)

EXTRAS:

(19) Menna (52) :  wall paintings, fine detail; 

(29) Userhet T (56) fine wall paintings daily life, barber, wine making, chariot gazelle hunting
(16) Khaemhet T (57) 

(28) Nefersekheru T (296)  Ceiling: variety of geometric figures

??? (28) Neferronpet T (178)

 (28) NO Dhutmosi T (295)

** Temple of Seti I
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?? Carter’s House: ???

??? SUNSET: horse or camel ride

Extra Time  VK









1.5h

? 30 Seti I (KV 17) (LP259m, 265, ) CLOSED 4 Restor;  longest, most beautiful, Belzoni discovery; 

Tawosret/Sethnakht (KV 19) (LP259m, 265, ) FEM 

MISC VK TOMBS(20min/TOMB)





 (IMPORTANT), decapitated enemies

Ramses III (KV 11) (LP259m, 262, ): colorful, sunken painted reliefs; changed axis; graffiti

Ramses VIII T (KV1) (LP 259m, 259, ): pit w/ 

Ramses IV (KV2) (LP259m, 259, ): blue ceiling goddess Nut PIK;  red sarcophagus; mummy in KV 35

Ramses IX (KV 6) (LP259m, 259, 

Siptah (KV 47) (LP259m, 264, ) 

Seti II (KV 15) (LP259m, 265, ) 

Montuhirkopshef (KV 19) (LP259m, 265, ) high up E valley wall, gorgeous makeup

??? SUNSET: horse or camel ride

XXXXXXXX West Bank SUPORT STUFF XXXXXXXX

MISC WEST BANK (THEBES) SITES: (LP255m, 254, DK183m: list of sites 182)

Kom el-Hettan: new stats discovered, but that’s all
Colossi of Memnon: DIRECS: LP257

Amenhoteop III’s  memorial temple - mostly disappeared; 

Merneptah Temple & MUS: 

2 display rooms: RELIEFS; MUS: temple history

STATS: E of scared lake in covered storage

** Seti I Temple: (LP257, 

DIRECS:   NE corner entrance

Pharaoh’s Palace ruins

* Portico w/COLMS & hypostyle court : superb reliefs

Hypostyle Court: 1) 6 shrines 2) small chapel

VALLEY of the KINGS: (LP259m, 258, DK192m-193) Flashlight  63 New King. Tombs, **  LP top choices
Ramses VIII T (KV1) (LP 259m, 259, ): pit w/ sarcophagus lid; Canopic Jars carved into pit walls (unique) ; graffit

Ramses IV (KV2) (LP259m, 259, ): blue ceiling goddess Nut PIK;  red sarcophagus; mummy in KV 35

Ramses IX (KV 6) (LP259m, 259, ): graffiti; cartouch symbols; Rear Wall (2 figures; walls; ceiling; wooden STATS (Brit MUS); 

* Ramses II (KV 71) (LP259m, 261, ): CLOSED cuz flooded & ancient debris; 

* Merneptah (KV 8) (LP259m, 261, ): graffiti; wall reliefs; false burial chamber w/2 pillars; sunken floor; brick niches;sarcophagaus lid & modified entry door frame

* Tutankhamemun (KV 62) (LP259m, 261, ) charisma of place; mummy still in sarcophagus in VK T in under glass; wall scenes, 12 apes

Ramses VI (KV 9) (LP259m, 262, ) protected Tuk’s tomb; scenes; Burial Chamber: ceiling:  superb double image of Nut (IMPORTANT), decapitated enemies, black executioners, ithyphallic figure, GRK graffit

Ramses III (KV 11) (LP259m, 262, ): 1 of longest; colorful, sunken painted reliefs; small side room ( foreign tribute gifts) ; last side chamber: blind harpists; adjacent tomb & changed axis; graffiti; Cambridge, Paris EGY MUS

**  Horemheb (KV 57) (LP259m, 263, ); stability after Akhennaten; decoration is in various stages of completion demonstrating technique; Well shaft scenes; 6 pillared burial chamber; 

** Amenhotep II (KV 35) (LP259m, 263, ) 1 of deepest; deep pit; ceiling stars; Burial chamber: 1st rounded proportions, double level; 

**  Tuthmosis III (KV 34) (LP259m, 264, ) hidden in hill w/deep ravine; Napoleon of ancient EGY; walls: 700 gods , etc.,  stick men drawing, Burial chamber: curved wall , oval shape

Siptah (KV 47) (LP259m, 264, ) Upper corridor: fine paintings; adjacent tomb; Entrance: sun disk & Maat, tomb reused; 

Tawosret/Sethnakht (KV 19) (LP259m, 265, ) Set II wife who took power; UNIQUE: 2nd burial chamber Defined by different quality decorations); reused cartouches, astronomical scenes, BEST: ram headed Sun god; mummies may be anonymous in MenhotepII’s cache

Seti II (KV 15) (LP259m, 265, ) Sethnahkt buried Seti II; graffiti; Entrance: fine reliefs; Well Rom: scenes of funnary objects a la Tut’s TOMB; Ceiling: Sky God; mummy in AmenhotepI I’s cache

* Ramses I (KV 16) (LP259m, 265, ) Entrance Corridor: shortest; Square Burial Chamber: pink granite sarcophagus, well decorated, US traveling mummy 

? Seti I (KV 17) (LP259m, 265, ) CLOSED 4 Restor;  longest, most beautiful, Belzoni discovery; raised , painted relief scenes (Paris, Florence, London & EGY MUS); Burial Chamber: ceiling: astronomica scens & constellations 

Montuhirkopshef (KV 19) (LP259m, 265, ) high up E valley wall, unfinished, Entrance Corridor: fine life size god reliefs, gorgeous makeup

* Tuthmosis IV (KV 43) (LP259m, 265, ) 1 of largest, deepest ; UNIQUE: 1st paint over yellow background style; 2 long stairs > Burial Chamber: enormous hieroglyphic sarcophagus; Well Shaft/Antechamber: beautiful bead decorated dresses; Antechamber – L (S) wall: ancient EGY graffiti; mummy w/ pierced ears EGY MUS

Ay (KV 23 - WV) (LP255m, 266, ) ACCESS DIRECS: LP266; : succeeded Tut & associated with Armana era; Burial Chamber: hippo hunting, Wall: 12 baboons,  

PROBABLY NOT:    

Assasif TOMBS : 3 open:

Kheruel TOMB

Pabasa TOMB:

Dra Abu’l Naga: N of Deir al-Bahri

TOMBS of the NOBLES:   (LP , DK195,  ) BEST New King reliefs, but least visited: detailed daily-life scenes

** Nakht (69) : small MUS; best tomb paintings:  3 musicians
** Ramose T (55) (LP255m, 269) ;

** Sennofer T (96) Deep main chamber; Ceiling: grape & vines, 

* Khonsu TOMB  (31) (LP269, )  Sacrd barques towed; Ceiling: ducks

* Benia TOMB (343) : more colorful; STAT niche

* Rekhmire T (100) Best preserved; foreign gifts Unusual Chapel: manufacturing & banquet scenes
Menna (52) :  wall paintings, fine detail; 

Userhet T (56) fine wall paintings daily life, barber, wine making, chariot gazelle hunting
Khaemhet T (57) 

??? Neferronpet T (178)

Nefersekheru T (296)  Ceiling: variety of geometric figures

NO Dhutmosi T (295)

** RAMESSEUM (LP272, 271, DK200, )

GEN: Ramses II funnary complex

Deir al-Medina (LP273, )
Deir el-Medina  1280 BC

Deir el-Medina or Deir el-Bahari HIKE:  Consider hiking back over the surrounding hills to - although a relatively short hike, do take plenty of water, especially in summer. The views are well worth the physical exertion!

Those who wish may join us for an early morning hike along the ancient trail from the workers village of Deir el Medina over the hill to the Valley of the Kings. 

Pick ups

Regular pick-ups leave from the ferry to Gurna and if you can find your way onto one you'll get there on the cheap for less than 1LE. Note, however, that the sites are usually 0.5 to 1km away from the main road so you'll have to walk to get there. The best way to use pick-ups is to take one to old Gurna, walk to Deir al-Bahri along the road (or hitch a ride), then walk to the Valley of Kings over the mountains (about 45 minutes), then walk back to Deir al-Medina (or even Valley of the Queens if the heat hasn't got to you), ending up in New Gurna for a pick-up ride back to the jetty the 

Temple: 

Workman’s Village:

Inherks T: (359) (LP273, ):fine wall paintings: THE famous 1, 

** Sennedjem T(LP273, ) (1): 2 small chambers, paintings, (10 Peeps/visit)
IF WAITING TIME -- 2 other nearby Ts

VALLEY of the QUEENS: (LP273, DK198, ) (OPEN: 2 or 3)

** Amunherkheoshef (35) (LP273, ) 2bd BEST; 5 mo foetus ???

Nefertari (GOOG CLOSED at LP printing cuz Booked) 1st BEST
Khaemwaset (KV 44) (LP274, )  RELIEFS colorful,  Ceiling: astronomical
** Medinat Habu (6) (Ramses III) (LP274, )LAST for a few hours

ENTER from S

Enclosure Brick Wall top: mud-brick remains

ENTER Syrian Gate

Staircase > UPPER FLR: views

TOMB Chapels of the Devine Adorers

E Gate: Landing quay

FUNERARY TEMPLE of Ramsaes III

1st pylon: reliefs: Libyans & gruesome scene, 

1st Court:

Pharaoh’s Palace ruins ACCESS:

Appearance Window:

BMI (>CAI) & EGYAIR    

2nd Court: reliefs, colonnades: 

EXTRA: 

Surrounding sites: Christian Basilica, sacred lake

Landing Quay: 

NEW GURNA: (LP275, )

??? S of Luxor/Thebes:

Kom el Ahmar (Heirakonpolis)

LUXOR > ASWAN:








2D

POSSIBLE STRATEGIES:

1) Land TRANS > Aswan ;  BOAT TRANS Aswan > Luxor

A) Land TRANS:

See FLDR:  2/27/10:  2 peeps in minibus 

TOUR: DAY TRIPS (LP286 ) (LP297)

Might miss Gebel Silsila

: >S  (LP292m, )

EITHER LUX > ASWAN or ASWAN > LUX 

TAXI:

TRN: 

Visit each site sequentially

COMBO of TRN & back tracking Luxor tours 

Maybe possible but difficult & convoluted

B) Boat TRANS:


CRUISE: (Source: Egypt Travel Experts) 4*, 5* & higher;: perhaps dealing directly with the boats at Luxor; should be all “inclusive “accm, meals, entry fees, air-con, tours, land trans, Cost: (from one site ) $90-150 twin room, 

3 Nites/4 Days ($490); Aswan > LUX: Kom Ombo, Edfu, Esna, Luxor: W Bank: VC, VQ, Hatshepsut, 3 Nights / 04 Days,   Aswan / Luxor  Day 01: Aswan / Nile Cruise Check-in before lunch. Visit the High Dam and Philae Temple. Overnight on board.   Day 02: Nile Cruise  Sail to Kom Ombo Temple. Sail to Edfu Visit Edfu Temple.  Sail to Luxor & overnight on board.  Day 03: Nile Cruise A.M. Visit the Valley of the King, Queen Hatshepsut Temple and Colossi of Memnon.  P.M. Visit Karnak and Luxor Temples. Overnight on board.  Day 04:  Check-out after breakfast.

Suggested Nile Boats:

M/S Alexander The Great
M/s Movenpick Royal lotus 
M/S Movepick Royal lily
M/S Movenpick Radames II
M/S Sonesta - St George 
M/S Sonesta - The Moon Goddess
M/S Sonesta - The Sun Goddess
M/S Sun Ray
M/S Senator 
M/S Hamees
M/S Crown Empress
M/S Crown Jubilee 
M/S The Royale
M/S TUYA
M/S TIYI 
M/S Oberoi Shehrazad
M/S Oberoi Shehrayar
M/S Oberoi Philae
M/S Royal Ruby
M/S Beau Soliel
Felucca ride: AA suggests NO between Aswan & Luxor, big Cruise boats only-safer (won’t capsize, better food and accm.)

ask hotel for best capt.  

SITES:

ESNA: 

Temple of Khunum: (LP291,) if even possible

Al-Kab (E Nile side)   ONLY if possible (LP292, )
Hierakonpolis (W Nile side)/ Kom al-Ahmar (LP292, )

Renee Friedman, Brit MUS, ritually buried elephant   www.archaeology.org
the religious and political capital of Upper Egypt at the end of the Predynastic period (c. 3200–3100 BC) and probably, also during the Early Dynastic Period (c. 3100–2686 BC).

Nekhen was the center of the cult of a hawk deity Horus of Nekhen, Large settlement; pre-dynastic cemetery (3400BC : elephant & cattle burials; timbered temple

Narmer Palette & gold falcon head discovered here 

The structure at Nekhen with the misnomer, "fort", [2] is a massive mud-brick enclosure, built by King Khasekhemwy of the Second Dynasty. It appears to be similar in structure and purpose as the 'forts' constructed at Abydos, and has no apparent military function. The true function of these structures is unknown, but they seem to be related to the rituals of kingship and the culture. [3]
The ritual structure was built on a Predynastic cemetery and excavations there, as well as the work of later brick robbers, have seriously undermined the walls and lead to the near collapse of the structure. For two years, during 2005 and 2006, the team lead by Renee Friedman was attempting to stabilize the existing structure and support the endangered areas of the structure with new mud-bricks 

TRANS:

BEST OPTION: dahabiyya or felucca (LP293, )

Cruise ONLY (LP291, 83. ): should be all “inclusive “accm, meals, entry fees, air-con

TRN: difficult

> LUX: STOPS for 2 ½ hrs

BUS: > LUX:  Maybe not allowed; CONVOY don’t stop

Upper ERGY Bus Co: (LP314, ) 1st leaves @ 6am stops 3 hrs

NOTE: Esna > Eduf:  25mi

EDUF: Temple of Horus is in town

TEMPLE OF HORUS: most complete; Ptloemaic; reliefs; 

TIK OFF > Mammisi: colorful carvings

Pylon: 2 STATS; Wall reliefs: 

Court of Offerings: COLMS: different floral capitals, Walls reliefs

2 STATS: Outer hypostyl hall: 2 chambers (L & R), 

Inner hypostyle hall: COLMS, Laboratory room:

Passage of Victory: 2 entries, ritual scenes, battle reliefs;

Offering chamber: (back track): altar; W side: steps to roof (bakeesh); Sanctuary of Heroes: polished granite shtrine, smaller shrines; Very Back: repro of wooden barque

E enclosure wall: Nilometer  (LP318)
TRANS:

TOUR  or TAXI : BEST w/convoy  from Aswan: 225 - 300 E£ *


DAYT: LUX >Edufu & Kom Ombo http://www.egypttourinfo.com
Cruise (LP294, 83. ) “all inclusive “accm, meals, entry fees, air-con
TRN: > LUX: difficult, but possible; Maybe not allowed; 2 & 3 class only, DIRECS: (LP296, ) 

ASWAN (N) > _: STOPS for 2 hrs

BUS: > LUX: Upper ERGY Bus Co: (LP314, ) 1st leaves @ 6am stops 2 hrs

GEBEL SILSILA ???: several monuments  (LP296 ONLY of possible)
TRANS:

TOUR  or TAXI : BEST w/convoy from Aswan: NO MENTION ??? 225 - 300 E£   *
ONLY by felucca or dahabiyya fron Aswan or Esna

If security Changes: taxi from Edfu S > Kajuj, hike 7/or boat

Cruise (LP294, 83. ) ???

TRN: NO MENTION  Doesn’t STOP ??? 

BUS: NO MENTION Doesn’t STOP ???

Journal: Saturday 16 January 2010 Blog text of 2 women & a cab driver trip I believe from Luxor cuz they stayed at Villa Mut overlooking Mut Temple
By 8.00am this morning Sam and I were in Abdul’s minibus and on the road to Edfu. Abdul was taking us to Gebel el-Silsila because even though there is no more convoy, permission still has to be got from the tourist police to travel outside Luxor and it was easier for Abdul to get this charter than for Sam to drive us herself and most likely encounter problems at the checkpoints. It felt good to drive straight past el-Shoarowla (the Black Horse) where the convoy used to stop for a break.
We drove on past el-Kab as far as Edfu, where we crossed the bridge to the west bank, through the busy town and then followed the river south through agricultural land, mostly fields of ripened sugar cane and fruit trees. Once away from the town everything was very rural. The roads were narrow and often little more than dirt tracks, with scattered small villages of mudbrick houses here and there, each one with clusters of children and animals scampering everywhere. As we began to climb away from the river the landscape became more barren and rocky. We were in the area of ancient sandstone quarries. As the minibus continued to climb I was reading a section from Arthur Weigall’s ‘Antiquities of Egypt’ in which he describes the method of getting to the quarries:

‘To visit the shrines and quarries of Gebel Silseleh the visitor, who is not travelling by steamer or dahabeya, should take the early train from Aswan which arrives at Kagoug station before 9.00am…….  There are no donkeys to be had at Kagoug, except by arrangement with the villagers, and a dragoman therefore should be sent to obtain them, and also a ferry boat, on the previous day. The ancient remains are about three miles from the station, a point of rocky hills to the south-west being one’s objective. To the traveller, the wonderful quarries on the east bank will not fail to be of interest, and the shrine of Horemheb on the west bank deserves a visit; while to the archaeologist there are numerous small shrines, tombs and rock steles which are worth visiting’.

Parking the minibus and leaving Abdul to his customary nap, Sam and I walked down a sandy track where we found a modern but rather neglected rest house where we bought our tickets for 25 EL. The gafir seemed pleased to see us and I imagine he gets few visitors during his working day. A younger guard came with us to the Speos of Horemheb a short distance along the sandy track by the river. Even at 10.00am the temperature was beginning to soar – around 30 degrees C. and it felt unseasonably hot for January
Horemheb was the last king of Dynasty XVIII and he had this rock shrine carved out of the hillside. The chapel was dedicated to Amun as well as other deities connected to the River Nile. This spot is very ancient. It’s name, Gebel Silsila means ‘the Chain of Hills’ and the sandstone hills came right down to the water’s edge where the Nile once was very narrow and probably contained a series of rapids forming a natural frontier between Elephantine (Aswan) and Edfu. By Dynasty XVIII, travellers developed the custom of carving small shrines into the cliffs here, dedicating them to a variety of Nile gods and the river itself. Smaller shrines were cut by Tuthmose I, Hatshepsut and Tuthmose III, before Horemheb constructed his rock-cut temple here, then many of the Dynasty XIX or later kings left their mark in some way.
The Speos of Horemheb consists of a long vaulted hall behind a façade of five doorways and a smaller oblong chamber to the rear. All the walls are covered in reliefs and inscriptions, in some places quite damaged, but in others there are some very fine high quality inscriptions. The deities depicted on the walls, besides Amun-re, are Sobek in the form of a crocodile, the ram-headed god Khnum of the First Cataract, Satet of Elephantine, Anuket, goddess of Sehel, Tauret as a hippopotamus and Hapi, god of the Nile. As well as those of Horemheb, cartouches of Rameses II, Merenptah, Amenemesse, Siptah and Rameses II appear in the reliefs. Two of the most noted reliefs are of Horemheb carried in a portable chair during a festival after his Nubian campaign and a relief with a list of the Heb-sed festivals of Rameses II, which were supervised by his eldest son, Prince Khaemwaset. I have wanted to see this shrine for years and I was not disappointed.

Back outside the heat was staggering, bouncing off the high cliffs even though we were right by the river. Sam was here not long ago, so she opted to sit in the shade while I went on with the guard, who pointed out many interesting rock shrines and funerary niches carved by officials of the New Kingdom. It was fascinating but after a couple of kilometres even I succumbed to the heat and could go no further. The guard had just pointed out the continuation of the track which dropped steeply down some flaky rocks hanging perilously close to the water’s edge, but I knew we couldn’t get much further along the river bank here. There is also a very large rock with a flight of stone steps going partly up the face, but Sam had already told me that the steps were gone on the other side.
We had planned to come another day and go to the larger east bank quarries where many kings quarried stone for the monuments of Thebes and left inscriptions. One thing I particularly wanted to see is a large stele of Amenhotep IV (Akhenaten) recording that he had ’caused an obelisk for the Temple of the Sun at Karnak to be quarried there’. There are also prehistoric rock-engravings on the east bank. But it was not to be, as the gafir told us that the eastern quarries were closed and visitors were not allowed without special permission. At least I could see the quarries just across the river.
KOM OMBO (LP297, )

??? Kom Ombo LP297 (N by felucca)

KOM OMBO Temple: dual god dedication, TWIN entrances, hypostyle halls, sanctuaries, & 2 priesthoods: L side: Horus the Elder god; E side: Sobek, croc god; reused blocks 
Enter SE thru Ptolmiac Gateway: 

Hathor Shrine:  mummified crocs & coffins,

Mammisi: reliefs; N beyond: a Deep well; near by small pool

Temple forecourt: reliefs: DBL altar: 

Shared Inner hypostyle halls: COLMS; reliefs: L & R, N wall reliefs: curved weapon, note: dual crowns

Shared outer hypostyle halls: COLMS; 

3 antechambers: dual entrances: 

Sanctuaries of Sobek & Haroeris: secret passage between 

Outer corridor: puzzling scene; 

TRANS: 

TOUR (day trip) or TAXI : BEST w/convoy from Aswan: 225 - 300 E£ *
ONLY by felucca or dahabiyya fron Aswan or Esna

If security Changes: taxi from Edfu S > Kajuj, hike 7/or boat

Cruise (LP294, 83. ) ???

TRN: NO MENTION  ??? But must pass

ASWAN (N) > _ :  STOPS for 1 hr

BUS:  > LUX: Upper ERGY Bus Co: (LP314, ) 1st leaves @ 6am stops 1 hrs

NOTE: Eduf> Aswan: 50 mi

ASWAN: (LP299, ) 










4D

TRANS:

ASWAN Tourist Office: (LP304m, 301, ) next to train STA

AIR: ASWAN > LUX: daily, E£130, ½ hr, 1 way, 
LUX > ASWAN: E£ 127 1w; 
ASWAN > LUX”

TRN: Buy TIK on train

LUX > ASWAN: 

ASWAN > LUX”

BUS: hassel

CRUISE:
(LP78-92, ) 

Town & EAST Bank:







1.25D

Corniche walking:







2h
Sharia as-Souq








3h
Nubia MUS: 








2h
(LP302M, 302, ) Lake Nassar destroyed Nubian culture

Main Hall highlights: 6000 yr pots, horse amour, irrigation, Nubian home model, 

MUS Garden: reconstructed Nubian house, small cave of pertoglyphs

Unfinished Obelisk: (LP303, )





3h

(N quarries) (DIRECS: walk thru Fatimid CEM  DIRECS(LP304, ) pon entering the quarry, steps lead down from the surrounding ramp into the pit of the obelisk where there are ancient pictographs of dolphins and ostriches or flamingos, thought to have been painted by workers at the quarry.

Elephantine Island: 




(5.5h)

.5D

Aswan MUS (S end: 8am): (LP305, ) 



1h

MAIN Room: dusty 

R> room w: sarcophagus, ram mummy

Modern ANNEX: (delightful): weapns, mummies, etc.  

Abu ruins (thru gardens>):





1.5h

 Khnum T, step (, Ptolemaic chapel, Hatshepsut T; ram CEM; Aramaic Jewish colony
Nileometer (LP306, ): wall niches, Roman name carvings L wall as U descend   

Siou > Koti walk: Nubian Café; Nubian House (tea)

3h




WEST Bank:









1D

Kubbet al-Hawa: (LP308, ): small TOMB; great VIEWS

.75h
Tombs of the Nobles: (6) (LP307, )




3h
DIRECS: N public ferry (LP304m, ) take stairs 

1.5h





TOTAL for tombs:
   

1.5h

Mekhu & Sabni(original colors)(25 & 26): reliefs, 

Sarenpu II (31): most beautiful & preserved; pillars, corridor w/STAT niches; Burial Chamber: COLMS, wal panting niche

Harkhuf (34): expeditions * pygmy hieroglyphics,

Hekaib (Pepinakht; 35): reliefs 

Sarenput I (36): pillars, reliefs 

Feluca ride:
ask hotel for best capt.  early evening 

4h
NO Western Quarry: (LP308, )
S of Aswan: (LP315, ) 
Tour GOOG




1D



Aswan Dam: included w/ all road trips to Abu Simbel

Seheyl Island: inscription cliff: famine stele, friendly Nubian village, some for lunch, etc.

Philae (Agilkia Island) (LP316, ) 






DIREC: TAXI or Aswan Tour (Maybe BEST) > local boat @ Shellal
Kiosk of Nectanebo base

Outer temple court: COLM, 

Temple of Isis: 

Central Court: mammisi, 

2nd pylon:

Hypostyle hall: COLM capitals; 

3 vestibules

Inner sanctuary of Isis: 2 graniote shrines ( 1 base only), 

Osiris Chapel: closed ???

N island TIP: 

Temple of Augustus

Gate of Diocletian

Temple of Hathor

Kiosk of Trajan

High Dam:part of S tours

Kalabsha, Beit al-Wali, Kertassi Temples (relocated) TOUR  ¾D

Temple of Kalabsha:  near High Dam

Lake Nassar >Abus Simbel (> Aswan): 





1D

TRANS:

TOUR: possible stops -
Temple of Wadi As-Sebua:

Temple of Amada:

Qasr Ibrim:
CRUISE: 







???

“all inclusive “accm, meals, entry fees, air-con 

TRNS:  here are no trains to Abu Simbel, but a bus service operates from Aswan (275 km).  It departs Aswan at 07:00, arriving Abu Simbel at 10:00.  It leaves Abu Simbel at 13:00 arriving back in Aswan at 16:00.  There are also many tourist day tours, most leaving Aswan very early - for example, 04:00 - for about LE55 (£5 or $9). Temple:
Abu Simbel:








Also raised 300’ & back drop Mt. re-created; 2 cults: Ra & Ba (sic)

Tour 3 ½ -4 hr s) supplied breakfast box???

Aswan (2nd): 











3D

IDEALLY: Cruise > Luxor: 

Aswan>CAI:











1D

CAI > Tucson: FRI 11-Mar, 2011

Orbitz record locator: AP110101MY55XZUU

Airline record locator:
Amer Air
CBUGBS




BMI
3Z25C6




Egyptair 
3Z25C6

Ticket Number:
Egyptair:  
SERVICE
DATE          FROM         TO             DEPART   ARRIVE
 DURATION

EGYair      
11Mar           CAI     >    LHR            9:45am      1:05pm
      5h 20m   

 0777

 FRI                                                    (0950)        (1305) 



                    Terminal   ____
      Seat: 22A



Time between flights:     1h 10m

AA      
11Mar           LHR    >    ORD           2:15pm        4:50pm      8h 35m

0047
         FRI                                                     (1415)          (1650) 



                   Terminal    ____
      Seat: 38J


Time between flights:     2hr 25m

AA      
11Mar             ORD   >    TUS          7:15pm     10:00pm       3h 45m

1521          FRI                                                     (1915)        (2200) 



                  Terminal   _____       TOT DUR: 21h 15m                    Seat: 30F
    

    ARV: Sat  12Mar   

XXXXXXXXXXXX  ---  MISC STUFF --- XXXXXXXXXXXX

Nubia : El-Kurru, Nuri & Meroe

Kingdom of Kush: Gebel Barku (sic) Ruled for 50 yr, built 200 (, steeper, smaller and flat topped; buried undeerrond w/ ( over hem.

Mer-o- whey (sic-phonetic)   

Western Deserts: LP327 (ITIN info LP26
Weather:  BEST: Jan

Restricted Areas: 

Travelers to Egypt's frontiers, including the borders with Libya, Sudan, and Israel and parts of the Sinai off the main, paved roads, must obtain permission from the Travel Permits Department of the Ministry of the Interior, located at the corner of Sheikh Rihan and Nubar Streets in downtown Cairo. Reports indicate that the security situation in the northern Sinai area, which is generally defined as the area north of the Cairo-Nekhl-Taba road, remains difficult due to the continuing potential for violence. Travelers should be aware of the possible dangers of off-road travel. In 2008 a group of 11 foreigners was kidnapped for ransom while on an unregistered safari.
Egyptian Ministry of Tourism

Sept 2008, 11 foreign tourists and eight Egyptians were kidnapped for ransom in the remote south-western desert region, close to the Sudanese border. Tourists should avoid travel to the border region.



